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A merie Knacke to 


knowe a Knaue, 


Enter King g Edgar, biſhop Dunſton, and Perin à courtier. 


King. Vnſton, hom bighlie are we bound to praiſe 
The Eternall God that ſtill pꝛouides foz vs, 
 Andgiues vs le aue to rule in this our land, 
| Lyke wiſe Vaſpaſian,Remes rich E mperout: 
Duppꝛeſſing linue, that daylie raignes in vs: 


Firſt, murther we rewarde with p2eſent death, 
And thoſe that doe commit fellonious crimes, 
Dur lawes of England doe awarde them death; 
And hee that doetß diſpoyle a Uirgins challitie, 
Maut lykewiſe luffer death by lawes decter, 
And that decree is irreuscable. 
Then as J am Gods Uicegerent here on earth, | 
By Gods appointment heere to raigne and — 
So mutt J ſeeke to cut abuſes domne, 
That lyke to Hydras heades , vaylie growes vp MO anos 
And therein makes che land infectious, (thers place, 
Thich if with good regard we looke not to, 
{Ue ſhall,lyke Sodom, feele that fierie doome, 
That God in Juſtice vid inflice on them, 8 
Dunſton. Your Graces care herein I much cummend, 
And England hath iuſt cauſe to pꝛaile the Lozde, | 
er nog? x King gene ith, 
Your lyfe map be a Lanterne w 
By perfect ligne of humilitie. 
Dome bleſt bad F ene in of Gov, Cc . 
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That God in iutice did inflict on them: 
Then England kneele vpon thy hartie knee, 
And pzaiſe that God, that ſo pꝛouides foꝛ thee. 
And vertuous Pꝛinte, thou Salomon of our age, 
hole prares J hope ſhall double Neſtors raigne, 
And b2ing a thouſand p2ofits to the land: 
Py ſelfe (dzead Pzince) in token of my lone, 
And dutikull obedience to your Grace, 
TUill ſtudie daylie, as my dutie willes, 
To roote ſinnes from the flouriſhing common wealch, 
That Fame in cuery angle eof the wozld, 
Pap ſound due p2aiſe of Englands vetuous King. 
| King, Dunſton. line thou and counſell (till the king, 
To maintaine Juſtice , were ic on himſclf, 
Rather than ſoothing bim in his abuſe, 
To ſee ſubuerſion of bis common wealth. 
I tell thee Dunſton,thou halt pleaſed the Ring, 
And pꝛooued thy ſelfe a vertuous counlellour: 
Thy counſell is to me as No2th ſtars light, 
[1 That guides the Sapler to his wiſhed pozt: 
| Foz by that ſtarre he is ſo comfozted, 
That he ſatles daungerleſſe on daungerous ſeas, 
And in his deepeſt ſadnes comfozts him: 
So Dunſtons knowledge is that tar re of iop, 
That will with helpe conduct me co mp happineſle, | 
Honeſty, And pet thou art not happy Edgar, | 
Becaule that ſinnes,lyke ſwarmes, remaine-tn thee. | 
King. Why,tisimpofſible,fo2 J haue ſtudied ſill, | 
To root abules from the common wealth, 
That may infect the king oꝛ tommunaltie. 
9 Pea [l as thou art, 
alb the Ring, 
v. Nap, hath diipleaſed himlelle, 
In aug Web one „ oem him faire: 
| xs manie tymes are faine 
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A will not ſay your Grace doeth lo, 
Perin, No tr, you were not beſt, 
Honeſt. Ah, if I ſhould, I might make good my wozy, 

And kynd a Ruaue, J feare,befoze I part. 


King. Mbp, what art thou? 

Honeſty, Pary I goe plaine, and my name is Honeſty, 
A friend to your Grace, but a foe to Flatterers, 
And one that hath a Knacke to know a Knaue. (giutu you, 

Perin, As how ſir, by art, oz by ſome fooliſh gift God hath 
Peu are ſome Uiſſitian, oꝛ ſkild in Tiſogmomy,0z in palmeſtry 
Foꝛ Jam ſure, vou can neuer do it by Actronomie, 
Becauſe there are no ſtarres to knowe a knaue, (colt, 

Hon, True, but many an honeſt man knowes a kneue to bis 
And is neither Uiſicia,Uiſognomer,palmeſter,no2 aſtronomer 
But a plaine man ofthe country,lyke me, 

That knowes a knaue, it he doe but ſee his cap, _ 

Per, Chet wer pꝛetie Ifaith, to ſee Honeſty know a knaue 
Tis meze than I can ds wjth al cheſkil I haue: (by his cap, 
But tel me J pꝛay thee,how J ſhould know a knaue, 

Hon. I beleeue pou wel, fo offenders neuer bew2ay their 
Til the Law fynd them, and puniſhthem: (offences 
But you would faine tell how to know a knaue, 

Then thus, the firſt man you meet in the mozning, 
Tt he ſalute peu, dꝛawe neere him, 
And ſmell to his hat, and after ſmell to pour owne,  - 
And my cap to a noble, i his \nicl lyke pours, he is aknaue, 
A chinke J ſpokt with vou w 
Perin, Baſe Uillain,werk it not that the Kinges preſence 
doth pꝛiuilege thy pꝛeſũptiõ, I wold ecach you to icff with your 


Ki, Foꝛzbear, honeſty, theu art a good plain fellew, (fellows. 


And J comenyd thy wit, that haſt ſuch waies to know a kneue. 
Hon. Honeſty is plaine my Loꝛd, but ho good fellow, 
Fo} good fellowes be purſe-takers now adates; 


And there be ſo manie of ſuch good fellswes, | 
- That Honeſty may walkt the ftrectes without company, 
Not that there wants company, but keniſt compery I mean, 
And yet Honeſty can clap a knaue on the ſhaulver fe? al his 
bzauerie, 33 Gy, 
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Honeſty. True, ik it pleaſe your Grace, ſoʒ honeſt men wil 
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Perin, TUhy(baſe companion)meane pou me: 
Honeſty, Not baſe(ſir) becauſe I was truelie begotten, 

Fo Honeſty map be ſuſpected, but neuer detected: 

But vou think J had a bayliefe ts my father as vou had, 

And chat my mother could returne a wzit of erroz, 

As pout's did, when ſuch a Gallant as you were gotten. 

King. Beleeue me, Perin, he hath toucht you now, 
And J perceiue,though Henelſty be ſimple, 
Yet manie tymes he ſpeakes trueth. (not lie: 
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But if pour Grace vouchſafe to giue me leaue, 
Nou ſhall ſee me finde mo2e knaues than one. 
Jf my cunning kaile me not, oz els ſay Honeſty had no honeſty 
Ki. But tel me, Lunſton, how thinkeſt thou of this motion: 
ere it not good thinkeſt thou we gaue him le aue 
To ſtifle ſuch Catterpillers as cozrupt the common welth: 
Fo2 manie tymes ſuch ſimple men as he, 
Bewzay much matter in ſimplicitie: 
Then tell me Dunſton,what thinkeſt thou of his motion: 
Dunſt, Ik it pleaſe pour Grace to thinke it good, 
Dunſton will ſay as once Hefeſtion did, 
hen Alexander wan rich Macedone, 
That what ſo ere the King himſelfe thought meete, 
He would in dutififil obedience yeeld vnto: 
And la ſaith Dunſton to your Maieſtie. 
Fo2 many times ſuch ſimple men bzing that to paſle, 
That wiſer heads cannot attaine vnto, 
Foz doubtleſſe he hath ſome deuice in hand, 
Whereby to fynde ſuch ſubtle knaue tie. | 
King. Well, Dunſton, then as thou haſt counſeld me, 
IJ will fo2 once make pzoafe of Honeſty:ſirta, come hither, 
In hope pou wil, a 700 pꝛofeſſion is, | 
In honeſt ſoꝛt to fynde decei ; 
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So it be not pꝛeiudice to t he Nate no; vs. 
Honeſty, My grations Lozd, ik Honeſtie offend, 
In anie thing that he hath pꝛomiled, 
And doc not as pour Grace hath giuen in charge, 
Stille ſuch Caterpillers as cozrupt the ſtate. 
Let Honeſtie receiue ſuch puniſhment, 


As he deſerues that leazes to the king, (thee firſt, 
King. Honeſty it is pnough, but tel me now what moued 

To vndertake this taſke to viſit vs,ſpeak truth, deſemble not: 
Honeſt, If I chuld tel your Grace twold make pou laugh 

To heare how Honeſty was entertainde, 

Pooze,lame and blinde when J came once aſhoze, 

Lo, hom they came in flocks to vilit me, | 

The ſhepheard with his hooke, and Thzaſher with his flaile, 

The very pedler with his dog, and the tinker with his male. 

ben comes a ſouldier counterfeit, x with him was his Jug, 

Aud Wil the whipper of the dogs had got a bounſing trug: 

And coging Dick was in the crue, that ſwoze be cam ſrõ Frice 

He ſwoꝛe that in the Rings defence, he loſt his arm by chance, 

And pet in conſcience, if I were put to ſweare, 

J would be bound to lay a pouud, the knaue was neuer there, 


And hapning mongſt this companie by chance one dap, 


J had no ſooner namde 7 they ran all awap, 
But now J will to my taſ ke, and leaue pour Grace, 
And ſo J take my conge of your Paieftie. 
King, Honeſtie, farewel, and loske vnto pour charge. 
Perin, Py gratious Lo2d,if I might not offend, 
A would intreat a favour at your hand, 
Tis fo; I heard of late, my gr atious Lo2v, 0 
That my kinde father lay at poynt of death, 
Any if (my Lo2d)J ſhould not viſite him, 
The wo2ld (J feare)would fynd great fault with me, 
King, Nap, Perin, if your buſineſle beeofwaight, , 
Me are content to giue you leaue to goe: 2 
Pꝛouiden this, that you returne againe, 
hen you haue ſeene your Father _ pour friends, 
$ 


Perin. 
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Perin, My trations Lozd,A will not ſtay there long, 
Only but ſee my father and returne againe. , 
Till when my grations Lozd, J take my leaue. 

Kin. Perin farewel,and tel me Dunſton, nom we are alone, 
Ahat doeſt thou thinke of beauteous Alfrida, 
Fox ſhe ts repoꝛted to be be paſſing faire: 
They lay ſhe hath a white pit in hir chin, 
That makes her lsoke lyke to the Queene of loue, 
Chen ſhe was dalying with Endymion: 
Beletue me Dunlton, if the be ſo faire, 
Ohe will ſerue our turne to make a Concubine, 
Me thinks tis good ſome tyme to haue a lone 


To ſpoꝛt withall,and paſſe away the tyme. 


Dun. J,mp good Loꝛd, Dunſton could wel allow of it, 
It ſo your Grace would mar rie Alfrida. 
Eing. hat, wouloſt thou haue me marie her J neuer ſaws 
Then men would lay J doted on a wencg: 
But Dunſton, I haue found a policie, 
Which mult indeed be followed to the full: 

Enter Ethenwald, 

Earle Ethenwald , welcome, I thought to ſend lo; you, 
You muſt goe doe a meſſage foz vs now, 
Tis nothing but to wso a Wench, which pou can doe: 
Vou muſk not woo her fo2 pour ſelłe but me. 
Tell her, J ſit and pine lpke Tantalus: 
And if you can, ſtraine foo2th a teare fo2 me, 
Tell her, ſhe ſhall be honoured in my Lone, 
And beare a childe that one day map be King: 
Bid her not ſtand on tearmes, but ſend me woꝛd. 
herber the be refolued to loue me, yea 02 no. 
If che ſay no, tell her J can enfozce her Loue: 
D2 tis no matter though you leaue that out, 
And cell her this, we heare the is as wyſe, 


ter of 


Thoſe ſpeaches were ſo pleaſing mong the Greeks (lupiter 
Fo} 


That ſhe was tearmde a ſecond Socrates, 


toknoweaRnaue, 
Foz ſome repoꝛt, women loue to be pꝛaiſen, 
Then in my cauſe I pꝛay thee loue thou Alfrida, 
Ethen. My gratious Loꝛd, and Ethenwald ſhall not faile 
Tolhew his humble dutie to your Maieſtie: 
J will, my Loꝛd, woe her in pour behalfe, 
Plead loue fo2 vou, and ſtraine a ſigh to ſhow pour paſſions, 
J will ſay the is fap2er than the Dolphins eie, 
At whome amade, the night ſtars ſtand and gaze, 
Then will I pꝛaiſe her chin, and cheeke,and pꝛety hand, 
Long made lyke Venus, when ſhe vlde the harp, 
TUhen Mars was reueling in loues high houſe, 
Belides,my Loꝛd, J will ſap ſhe hath a pace, 
Much like to Iuno in Idea vale, 
hen Argus watcht the Peifer on the mount: 
Cheſe woꝛds, my Loꝛd, will make her loue, I am ſure, 
It thelc will not my Loꝛd, I haue better far. 
King, Nap, this is well nom Etnen wald be gone, 
Foꝛ J ſhall long to heare of thy teturne. 
Eth. My gratious L92d, J humbly take my leaue. Exit. 
King. Ethenwald farewel: Dunſton, hom likeſt thou this: 
Mat, baue I done well in ſending Ethenwald: 
But in good tyme, how if he lyke the mayde, 
Beleeue me Dunſton, then my game is mard. 
Dunſt, J doe not thinke, my gratious Lo2d, 
My Nephew Ethenwald beares that bad mind, 
Foz hetherto he hath bene tearmed tut, 
And kept pour Grace his gratious kauourer. 
Ki. True Dunſton, pet haue J read that Loue 
Dach made the ſonne deteiue the father olt: 
But Dunſton, leauing this, come lets to court. 
Dunſton, I will attend vpoù your Maieſty, Exeunt. 
Enter Baylief of Hexam, and his foure ſonnes, to wit, a 
Courtier, 2 Prieſt, a Conicatcher, and 
a Farmer. | 


Y lonnes you ſee how age decaies my late, 


Bayly. M/ 
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And that my lyfe lyke ſaow befoze the ſun: 
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Gins to dilſdlue into that ſnultance tue, | 
From whole incloſure grew my ipze of lyke, 
The earth J meane ſwert mother of vs all, 
hom death authoriſed by heauens high power, 
Shall bꝛing at laſt,from whence at firſt J came, 
Vet ere Jyeeld mp ſelfe todeath,mp ſouncs, 
Giue eare , and heare what rules J ſet you downe,. 
And firff to thee my ſonne,that liueſt by wit, 

J know thou haſt lo manp honeſt lleights, 

To ſhift and colen ſmoothly on thy wit, 

Tocog and lie, and bzaue it with the beſt, 


That twere but labour loſt to counſell thee, 


And therfo2e to the next, Walter, that ſeemes in ſhew a huſband-- 
My ſonne,when that thy maſter eruits thee moit, (man: 
And thinks thou dealclt as truelit as himſelle, | 
Be thou the firſt to wozke deceit to him: 

So by that means thou mailt inrich thy ſelfe, 
And line at pleaſure when thy maiſter's dead: 


And when co market thou art ſent with woll, 


Nut ſand among it, and twill make it weigh,. 
The waight tmiſe double that it did befoze, 
The ouerplus is thine into thy purle . 
But now my ſonne, that keeps the Court, 
Be thou a means to ſet the Peeres at ſtrife, 
And currifauour fo2 the commons loue, 
name the Rink, 
Inſopne his Maieſtie they exuie him, | 
And if the king brit maue 02 ſpeake to thee, 
Kirele on both knees, and ſay, God ſaue pour Paiellie, 
Ik any man be fauoured by the Ring 
Speke thou him faire,although inþ heart thou enuie him, 
But who is next: 
Prieſt, That am J father, that vle the m. of Gov, - 
And line only by the 


Thane aleſlon pet in ſtoze fo2 thee : 
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tokhoweaKnaue; 1 
And blinde the wo2ld with thy hipocriſie: 1 


Ca 


And ſometime giue a pennie to the pooze, 11. 
But let it be in the Church oz market place, | F< 
That men may pꝛaiſe thy liberalitie. 1 
Speak againſt vlurie, pet foꝛſake no pawnes, | N 
Do thou maiſt gaine thyee ſhillings in the pound: I 
arne thou the wozld from ſin and vile crceffe, f 4 
And now and then ſpeak againſt dzunkennes, 0 0 


3 


Do by this means chou Hall be tearmed wile, 
Aad with thy purenes blind the peoples eies. 
But now ( my ſonnes ) diſcourſe to me in byiefe, 
How pou haue liued, and how you meane ta die. 
Y Conicatchet, Then (father) thus liue I that vſe me wit, 
Auto mp ſelfe I loue ſtill to be wiſe, 
Fa when J am dꝛiuen to ſhit foꝛ meat o2 coine, 
On gap appareil ts maintaine me bzaue, 
Chen doe J flaunt it out abaut the change, 7 
As it J were lome landed Gentleman, ng 
And falling in with ſome rich merchant there, | 
J take commodities {oz ſire months day, 
The bill being made, I mult ſet to my hand, 
Then if J pap not, they may burne the band. 
Farm. Chen father,hark how J haue pzofited, 
Walter your ſon that keeps the countrie, - 
A haue raiſed the markets, and oppꝛeſt che pooze, 
And made a thouſand goe from doꝛe to doze: 
And why did J{(thiak you) vſe this extremitie, | 
Becaule I would haue cozae puouxh to feed the enemit, 
—— vou know we haue but a while to liue, 7 
Then while we liue, let each man ſhilt loz one; 
Fo he that can nat make ſift in the wozlo, 
They lay hees vawozthy to liue in it. 
And he that liues mut fill increale his t 
Fox he that hath mol? wealth of all ner 
Perrin, Byicthzen pou haue ſpoken i 
But N90 giue eare to me to ane Lye 
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p< methe habe | 
Father, J line/as Anſtipus did, # vle my wits inet with 
If any iu pzinate conterente name the king, (the king. 
I ſtraight infozme his Grace they enuie him: 

Did Sinon liue with all his ſubtiltie: 

Pe could not tell aflatcering tale moꝛe cunninglie: 

Some tyme I mone the King to be effeminate, 

And ſpend his tyme with ſome cop Curtizan t 

Thus with the King J cutrie fanour ſtill, 

Though with mp heart J wich him any ill: 

| And ſometime J can counterfeit his hand and ſeale, 

* And bozrow money of the communalty: | 

; And tbus J line and flaunt it with the beit, 

| And dice and carde infer iour vnto none: 

And none dares ſpeake againſt me in the ccurt, 

- Becauſe they know the King voth fauour me. 

Prieſt. And J among nip bzethzen and my friends | 
Doe till inſtruct them with mp doctrine, 
And Yea and nay goes thzough the wozld with vs, 
__Fte,not an oath we ſweare foztwentie pound, 
B2ethzen(ſay we)take heed by Adams fal, 

Fo2 by his linnes we are condemned all. 

Thus pꝛeach we till vnto our bzethzen, 

Though in our heart we neuer meane the thing: 
Chu doe we blind the wozld with holineſle, 

ſo by that are tearmed pure Pꝛetiſians. 

Bayl, Full well and wiſely haue you laid my ſonnes, 
And J commend you fo2 your —— mindes: 
That in pour liues bewzay whoſe ſonnes ye are: 
Pere haue J bene a Bayliefe thꝛee ſcoze yeares, 

And vlde exaction ml dwellers by, 

Fo2 if a man were bzought befoze my face, 
Foz coſenage, theft, . [ning on bis wit, 
Foz counterfeiting-any hand oz ſeale, 


The marrrbeard.ch wieele ought ro me, 


Arnie: — wealth 


to knowea Knaue. 


Mhich J would haue diſburſt among vou al, 
ith this pꝛouiſo, that you all hall lie, 
And lead ſuch liues as I haue (ec you downe, 


Carue to pour ſelues, and cart not what they ſap, 5 
That bid you feare the fearfull Judgnient day. 1 
Liue to pour ſelues while you haue tyme to liue, P 
Get what pou can, but ſee ye nothing giue: P 
But hearke my ſonnes,me thinks J heare a noyſe, 2 
And gaſtlie viſions makes me timerous, | © (3 
Ah lee mp ſonnes,whereveath,pall Death appeares, | "> 
To ſummon me befo2e a fearfull Judge: fe 13 
Me thinks reuenge ſtands with an yꝛon whip, - 4 H 
And cries repent,o2 J will puniſh thee : © (> 
My heart is hardened, J cannot repent, . 18 
Ay hark, me thinkes the Judge doth giue my dome, 1 
And J am pamucd to euer burning fyꝛe:: 10 
Boule, be thou lafe, and bodie flie to hell. Hedyeth; '$ 
Enter Denil,and carie him away. : [4 
Conic, B1sther, why do you not read to my father 7 
Prieſt, Trulte my boske of 3 at my place of * & 
Exerciſe, and without it I can doe a {ow ang 5 
with him. Excunt, | 180 
Enter the King, Philarchus, his Ether Dundee, 5 
| and Attendants, * U | 4 
King, F Ather ſay on,foz nom my leiſure ſerues, 1 
And Edgar gities thee le aue to tell rr 4 
Fox J perceiue thine etes are ſull of tate, 13 
Which ſhowes that manie inwary paſs troubles hee, * 
Jfanichere haue wzsnged thine aged peares, s, $ |: 
In keeping that from thee that is thy due; / - 062 234; A 
Name but the man, as Jam Evglands King, ' T . 'Þ 
Wee —ͤ—— pbk vn J 16071 * 18 
Ather. „mpꝛrour onntelieg 4 | | 8 A 
Whoſe Judgements, and whoſe lawes fo2 g 9.0. I 


And puniſhing of euerte foule abuſe; /, 41703 
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Amerie knack e 
Third of that - ſome tearmed the Seuere, 
Oz lyke Vaſpaſian, Romes vertuous gouernour, 
Aho for a blowe his ſonne did giue a Dwatue, 
O:d Nraight commaund that be ſhould looſe his hand. 
Ten vertnous Edgar, be Vaſpaſian once, 
In giuinʒ ſentence on ; graceleſſe childe, 
K10w/vertuous Nꝛince)t hat in ny p2}I? of peares, 
M hen luſtfull pleaſurt pickt my wanton minde: 
Euen ia the Ayꝛil of my flouriſhing time, 
J was betreth d, and wedded ta a wyfe, 
By whaine, too loone, I hed that vnkind boy, 
Ahole dilobedience ts his aged Spꝛe, 
if The Lozd wil plague with tozments wozle than death, 
ö This diſobedient a 2 
i TUhome q with care did nouriſh to this ſtate, * 
| Juft with a prive,chat vpſtart Courtters vle, 
Andleting that J was bꝛought to pouertie, 
Ve did refuſe ta know me fo his Dy20. 
| dad when A challenged him by Natur es lawes, 
þ Topetld obedience ta bis Fathers age, 
hehe took it in great ſcoꝛne, 


We told mei U 

To be begot by one ſo baſs as J. N 

| My ace that ill toul9-b2ook bis Harpe replte, ' 

| Oid with this wand my Cod )xeach hin a blow: 

[i But he contrary lawes of God and nien. 

„Did ſteike ma ſuch a blome in bild diloaine, | 

T Thar withthe trol A kel ta earth again. 

é. Gim Phaarchns, han halt thou don 

q In wilful viſoberience-ca thy Spꝛe: ix 

Act thou grown? p294d becauſe. J cayoured the: 

e can gnicklig make thee bare againe, 
Ana then, I think, ting in the fozme! 257 
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to kxnowe a KRnaue. 


Shall neuer be without ſome mp2th, 

Noꝛ die without ſome ſozrowe, foꝛ if they 

Be vertuous, he ſhall haue cauſe to reiopce, 

But if vitious, ſtubburne, oz diſobedient, 

Euer to liue ia continuall ſadneſle, ( (folenf, 

J am ſozie (Philarchus/that my fauours haue made thee ins 

Mel, I wil ſee now if mp frownes wil make thee penitent, 

Now Father,ſec how Nature gins to wozke, 

And how ſalt teares, lyke dꝛops of peely dew * 

Fals from his eies, as [o2zrowing his amille, 

Phil, Moſt gratious Pꝛince, vouchſafe to heare me ſpeake, 

I cannot but confeſſe (molk gratious Houeraigue) 

That J haue erdin being obſtinate in wilful diſobedience to 
Therin J haue wzongd nature and your Pateſfp (my ſyze 
But J am not the firſt whom ouerſight - 

Path made fozgetfull of a Fathers laue: 
But Fathers loue (hall neuer be fozgot, 
It he but daine to pardon mp amille; 
But if your w2ath will no wates be appeaſey, 
Rip vp this bꝛeaſt, where is iuclulde that heart, 
That bleeds with griele to thinke on my amiſſe. 
Ah Father pardon, ſweet Father pardon me. 
Fath, No(graceleſſe Impe, degenerate and vnkinde) 
Thou art no ſoune of mine, but Tygers whelp, 
That haſt bene foſtred by ſome Lyons pap, Mn | 
But as the talleſt Ach is cut down, becauſe it yeelvs no fruit, 
And an vnpꝛofitable cow,yeelding no milke,is llaugbtred, 
And the idle Dꝛone, gathering no honie, is contenined, 
So vngratekul childꝛen, that will peeld no naturall obediente, 
Muſt be cut olf, as vnfit to bear e the name Chailtians, 
Ahoſe liues digreſſe both from reaſon and humanitie, 
But as thon haſt dealt vimaturallie with me, 
£9 J reſolue to pull my heart lrom thee, 
Therefoze dead Pꝛince, vouchſale to pitie me, 


An grant J map haue Jultice on my ſonne. on 
©] | LI „e. 
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I momile thee Ja 


And paſſe iu len 


"TY Feintfle knacke 


King Dunſton, he u rounſatleft thou the King in this 


oj the Douth, 
him well. 


Becaule in heart Je 


iſobey bis Syze, 

—— * y Gads and anner lawes, - 
To be rewarded with extreameſt illes: 
Then as pour Grace hath ſtabliſht lawes fo2 gouernment, 
So let Dffenders feele the penalties 

King, J Dunſton, nom thou ſpeakeſt as fits a counſelloz 
But not as friend to him whom Edgar loues: 
Father, what wouldelt thou baue me doe in this* 
Thou leeſt thy ſonne is ſo2y fot his fault, 
And J am lure thou would not wich his death, 
Becaule a fathers care commands the contrarie, 
Then gentle Fathe! Net me plead fo him, 
And be his pledge fo ſhunning wilfull illes. 

Fath, Ail Edgar now be found a partiall Judge, 
In pleading pardon fox a graceleſſe chilve* 
Is it not true, that one cole offp2e will burne many 
And one ſmall bꝛacke in ſineſt cloath that is, 
Will both diſyrace and blemith the whole peete: 
So wilfull ten {potced with one ill, 
thouſand moe. 
ght e erde to ſpeake, - 
ante on Philarchus lyfe. | 


— 
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Philarch, My lite (dear father) that ſentence wer too jad, 
| Let me be banicht from my countries bounds, 
And liue as exilde ir ome wilvernes, 
Bard from ſocietie and ſight of men, 
On let me hazard fo une on the ſeas, 
In ſetting me abo  fome helmleſſe hip, 


That either I mayf lit vpon ſome rocke, 
738 brat ed ür be 


Rather 


Co» 


te knowe a Knaue. p 5 

Rather than die in pzeſence of my King, ; f 
* bing that ſozrow ta your aged pt ares: 1 
Ir ckis ſuffile not, then let me be armde, * 

| And left one cg er ouſand foes, } 
And if my weapon cannot ſet me free, | P 
Let them be means ts take my lyte krom me, | 3 


But fo2 J am Judge, Philarchus, ſtand thou foozth, 


WW 


CE aw we —— ——_ 


King, F ather,what ſap you to Philarchus now: 
Are pou content to pardon his anuſſe: 
Dunſton,J pzomile thee,it greeues me much. a 
To heare what piteous moane Philarchus makes: 
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And his humilit ie argues him penitent. 

But Father, ſoꝛ J will not be the Judge, 

To doome Philarchus either lyłe oꝛ death, 

Here take my robes, and iudge him as thou wilt, 
* Fath, Then vertusts Bꝛince, ſeeing you will haue it ſo, 
Although the place be farre vufic fo2 me, 

Jam content pour Grace ſhall haue your mind, 

Thus lyke an Alle atty2ev in coſtlie robes, | 

Oz lpke a ring thꝛuſt in a foule Sowes ſnowt, 

So doe thele robes and ſcepter fit mine age: 
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And know, as ther is nothing ſa good, but it hath ſome inconuent- 
So there is no man whatloeuer without ſome fault: — (ence, 
Vet this is no argument to maintaine thy wilfull diſobedience, 
As the Role hath his pꝛickle, the fineſt Ueluet his bꝛacke, 
The lay eſt flower his ban, ſo the belt wit his wanton will: 
But ( Phflarchus)thou haſt bene moze than wanton, 
Becauſe chou haſt viſobeyey the lawes both of God and nature, 
Che teares that thou haſt ſhed, might warrant me 
That thou art penitent fo2 thy amiſſe: 
Beſides ( my ſonne a fathers naturall care, 
D* chalenge par don foz thy firſt amiſſe. 
2 Father, well ſaw,J ſee thou pitieſt him. - (archus | 

Fath, Nay,ſtay my Loꝛd, this did J ſpeak as father to Pi- 

But now 8 mult ſpeake as a Judge, 
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[ Aud now Philarchus: mat ke what F ſer done, 
Becauſe thou halt bene diſa bedient. 


| Tohegre mhatpiteous 


And wꝛonged thy aged father wilſullte, 

And ginen a blow to bim that noartſht thee, 
And thereby haſt tneurd thy mothers curſes 
And in that curle to [s*e che wꝛath ef God, 
And lo be hated on the earth mongſt men; 

And fo2 J will be found no partiall Judge, 
Becaulc F li: as Gods Utzeccerent now: 

Here J doe baniſh theefrom Engl. nds bounds, 
And neuer to | 

. n, There ſtap now let me ſpeake the reſt ; 
p  chus,tyou haſt heard thy fathers dcome, 
Aud what thy diſobedience mooned him to, 

Det fo2 thou waſt once bedlellow to the king, 
Anz that J loued thee as myſecond ſelle, 

Thou ſhale go liue in France, in Flanders,Scotland,o els where; 
And haue annual penſion ſent᷑ to thee, 

There mailt thou liue in good and honeſt ſozt, 
Uutill thou be recalled by the King. 

Phil. Thanks, gratious King, fox this great kauour ſhowne,, 
And may J neuer Hue, if J fo 
Your Graces kind and vn 
In fauouring him, whom all the woxlo foꝛſooke: 
Foz which mp Dxtfons ſpall ill be ſpent: 
HDeauens may pꝛotect pour pꝛincelie Maieſtie. 
And louing Father, here vyon my knee, 

S02y fo2 my amiſſe, I take my leaue, 
Both ok pour ſelfe, my Ring, and countrimen, 6 
England,farewell,moze dearer vnto me, | 
Than pen can wzite;02 hart can think of thee, Exit. 
King, Farewell Philarchus,and father come to court, 
Ind le Philarchus ſake thou ſhalt not want. 

Fath, Thanks(ve king) A bumblie take my leaue. Exit 
King, Dunſton, I pzomile thee I was lyke to werpe, 
Philarchus made. 


_ _. ————— 


teknowea knane, 
Dunſton, Here your Grace hath ſhewed pour (elle to be 
Edgar ſo famed foz loue and vertuous gouernment. 
And J p2ay God your Grace map line to be 
Long Englands king to raigne with veritie. Exeunt. 
Enter Honoſtie, Conicatcher, Broker, a 
| Gentleman, 
Honeſty, I Is ſtrange taſce how men ofhoncltie, 
Are trouvled manie tymes with ſubtil knauery: 
Fan they haue ſo maup clokes to callour their abuſes, 
That Honeſty may well ſuſpect tgem, but dares not detect the 
Foꝛ if he ſhould, they haue by their knauer ie 
Gat lo many frrenvs, that thaugh neuer ſo bad, 
Thep will and in defence with the beſt. 
I was at the water ſide, where J ſaw ſuch deceit, 
J dare not ſay kaauerie, in paping and receiuing 
Cuſtome fo outlandiſh ware, chat J wondꝛed ta ſce, 
Vet durit not conplaiue of, the realon was, 
They were countenanced with men of greet wealth, 
Richer than J a great deale, but not honcfLer: 
Theu A went iato che markets, where I ſaw petie knauerie: 
Tu faile meaſuring cazne,and in ſcales, 
That wanted no leſſe than two ounces in the pound. 
But all this was nothing ſcant woꝛth the talking of: 
But when J came to the Exchange, I eſpped in a cozner of an 
An Arch-coſoner,a Conicatcher I meane, (Fe, 
A ich vſed ſuch grole co.oning, as pou would wonder to heare: 
But here he comes fine and bꝛaue, 
Honeſty markes him dolon⸗ (oz a knaue. 

Comcatcher, CAhp ſo, tis au il wind blowes no may to p2ofic 
Awe is but a foole that when al failes caunot line vpon his wit, 
J haue attyꝛed my ſelfe lyke a very ciuill citiʒen, 
To dꝛawe foure ſcoze pound from a couple of fooes, 
A Gentleman hauing made ouer his land by deed ok gilt, 
Means to coſen a $20ker with a falſe conuetance; | 
Als oue to me, I ſhall loole nothing by the bargaine, 
But here comes the Bꝛoker, Pa as J regarded 

| 2 


Broker, 
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A meric knacke 
Broker, Gop laue pou ſir, I ſee you keep your houre, 

But heare vou fir, hath the Gentleman that conuetance you told 
me cf rety 7 hope ir, I ſhal need mildoube no deceit in the mat⸗ 
tet, fo I meanc plainlp and fo J hope do pon. 

Conicatch. Sir, as concerning the conueiante, J allure pon 
And he hath ſich good intereſt in it, (tis ſo good 
That were 7 furniſhe with ſo much money p2elently, 

No man ix the wo2zld ſhould haue it but my ſelle, 
And fo2 my owne part,yun neede not lulpect me, 
Fo2 J would not diſcredit mp ſelle fo2 a thouſand pound, 
Foz the Gentleman is my very friend, 
And being in ſome want, ts enfo2t to pawne lande. 
Fo? the ſupplying of a pꝛeſent neceſſitte. 
Tulh,the intereſt is good, J warrant you, 
Honeſty, And thats much wozth,lome wil lay, 
A crafty knaue nceds no h2oker , 
| e and a bzoker to: 
Then imagin there wants not a knaue. 
Broker. But tell me ſtr, when did he pzomile to be here, 
hat, will it be long ere be come: , 
Conicat, Nap, it will not be long ere he tome, 
Fo2 the conueyance was made ere J came from the ſcriuenars, 
And in good time, here he comes, God ſaue you ſir, 
Here is the man J told you ot, that wold lend pou the money, 
He is a very honeſt man, and but fo2 mp ſake J know 
De would not do it, but is the land diſpatcht another way: 
It pou be ready to ſeale, he is readie ith the money, 
Peare you(lir)you haue a good barg ain, diſpatch it quicklie. 

Brok, Being aduertiſed by my friend, this honeſt merchant, 
That pou haue certaine land to pawne fo2 pꝛeſent money, 
Now J had not ſo much money of mine owne at this tyme, 
But J made meanes to bozrow fo much of a friend of mine, 
Becaule I would not haue you fal into bad mens handling 

Gent. I thank you ſir fo2 this vnſpeakeable fauour, = 


At you veale amifle with me, I am vnbone foz ever, (pound, 
Brok. J would not Wann 
2 i Hon 
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But a will haue no wit money: O a loues led mony. 


5 to knowe a Knaue. 


Honeſtie. And ytt he wil cut a mans thꝛote fe twelue pence, 
pere is a cluder of knauc , here lackes but the baily of Hexham . 
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Brok. Tel ſir, here is the mon, wil it pleale pou ſeale the als | f, 
Gent, With all my heart. (\urance * [> 
Honeſt, God ſaue her ſits, and her good friendes, is a poo2e l N 
Welchman, come as far as Carnaruan in Tales to receiue a li- id 
tle money,and here a has paid her J cannot tell what, | 13 
Here you maſter, wat is it uot b2alle money: 5 
Brok. No, honeſt lellow, tis a good Angel in gold. 19 
Honeſt. Who told him my name: heare pou maiſter, a has a 15 
great deale moge in her boſsmne, but a will take her leaue. 2 
Conicatch, Nay,ſtay and dyne with me: I mult fetch him o⸗ 5 
tier fo all his golde. Q 1 
Hone, Maty I thank her good Paiſter, J wil waight vpon * 
ver J warrant you, if f 
Brok. Now ſir, haue you ſealde and ſubſciibed: v5 
Gent, I haueſir, 4 
Brok. And pou deliuer this as your deed to my vſc* 146 
Gent. With all my heart Sy2,aud hope you wil vle me well, 1 
Brok. e wil talk of that another time, here is pour money, 16 
Gent. J thank you ſir, Ile be gone. 12 
Co nicatch. Deare you ſir, was not this bꝛaue ly done: ; N 
Gent. Excellent:hold, here is fourty pound, as I pꝛomiſed thee, 112 
Conicatch. I thank you ſir: do you heare Sir, yot haue got a |}, 
thouſand pc und by the barg aint: but much good may it doe you, 18 
Brok. God a marc, and here's ſourty pound foꝛ thy paines, 13 
Such another match, and Ile give thee a hundzed pound. 12 
Conicatc, I thank you ſir, God bwy: now to my welſhman: 
Dir ra, let me lee thy peece of gold, 


Ile tell thee whether it be weight 02 no: 
Haſt thou anie moze, Ile giue thee white many fo2 it. 
Honeſt, Pes, a has a great deale moe in her boſome, 


Conic. Welle keep th? fo2 thee til thou come to my houſe, . 
Hon, Thy I 
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A merie knacke 


thou wert but hanged firlt, 

Ah we are as neere kin together, 
As the Cats of Banbery be to the bels of Lincolne. 
hy man, we are all birds of a feather, 
dd wholoeuer ſaies x we wil hold together. 
Come you inad ſlaue chou doeſt not know me, 
Tuſh, J haue done many better trickes than this. 

Conic: Ah (vou b 
TIhy;F am of good reputation ta the citie, 
And held in account with the belt. 


e flaue take vou me fo2 pour fellow 5 


Honclly, am yet than art Cutbert the Contcatcher, 


The Bailtets ſo:ne of 
The denill carried to hell fo2 his knauerie: 
Wow ſayeſt thou, art not thou his ſonne : 

This graue blacke cloake makes you ſe pꝛoud, 


NPou haue fo2gotten who was pour father, 


exham, whole father being dead, 


Con, Map, I haue net fozxotten that my father was a Bai⸗ 


A man that would live to himſelle. 
And pet in laith, he gaue me nothing at his death, 
VBlitc goad counſe!l , how ta liue in the woꝛld. 


(tte, 


But lirra,as thou knot eſt me, I pꝛay thee bew2ay ine not, 


And in aay thing J can commaund me. 


Honeſt. Tuch, feart not me, I wil be as ſecrete as thy ſelf; 


Put ſir ra, tis thus, it thou wilt doe one thing, 
I (Hail tell tbee, I will giue thee an hundzed pound, 
Tis nothing with thee J am ſure. 


Con, Tuſh.tel me what it is: Ile doc it, I war rant thee, 


Honeſt, Nothing but this, to ſweare vyon a booke 
That thou ſaweſt a Gentleman pay a Farmer 
Foure hund2ed pound, às the laſt payment of a Farme, 
That the ſaid Gentleman bought of him. | 
Con, Tulb,if this bc all. let me alone. J will doe it. 
Mh: tis nothing foꝛ me tolweare, 
For J am * — already. but when is the dax: 
Honeſt. Why to mozrow, 1 
Conic, Bat where ſhall J meet you's - -- - 


* 
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to knowe a Knaue; 
Honeſty. Aby vpan the erchange at eight aclocke.. | 
Con. J will not miſſe, til that time fare well, Exit. 
Hon, Farewel, nap, you will (cant farewel | 
By that tyme J haue done, but I muſt about my buſines,. 
To iynd lame knacke to know this knaue at large, 
Enter Ethenwald. (the ae, 
Ethen. 52 He night dꝛawes en, x Pheœrbus is declining towards 
Now ſheptrards bear their flocks unto the ſolds. 
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Aud winciey A Lt il WEELE in their ſtalles 
Now le aue to leede, and gin ts take their reſt, 
Blacke dul kie cloudes inuyꝛon round the globe, 
And heauen is couered with a Sable robe, 
Now am J come to doe the kings command, 
To court a Tench 4 win her fo2 the Ring 
But if J lyke her well, J ſay no mote, 
Tis good to haue a hatch befozethe doze: 
But firff J will mone her Father to pꝛeſer 
The earneſt (tit J baue in canuaſing, 
So may I ſee the Waid,woo,wed, J and bed her to: 


bo is here: what ho, 
Enter Oſricke. 


Of, Earl Ethenwald, welcome, how fares our friends at court 
That cauſe conſtrains your Donoz,that thus late 
You viſice v3,that dzeame not of your comming: 
Echenwald, Py Low, I am come vnlooked fog, very true, 
So is mp cumming yet coucealy from you, p 
Oſr. Your Henoz ſhall repoſe you here to night, 1 
And earlit as you pleale, begin your taſke, I 
Tyme ſerues not nom, come Ethenwald, ; 
As welcome as the King himſelfe to me. 
Eth, Now Ethenwald, if Foztune fausur the, A 
Thou maiſt pꝛooue happie loue to Alfrida, "REELS '\ Bk 
Enter Honeſtie, and the King diſguiſed, I! 
Hon, This is the place,and this the appointed no 
A know heel keep his wozd,foz he thinks me his 
King, But tell me Honeſtie, am J not well 
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meric knacke 
by my lookes to be the King, 


Can any man diſcerne 


Cake hee of that, faz then our game is mard: 


And halt thou pzomiſey him what reward he ſhall baue. 
How, — fear not you, fo you neuer knew honeff man dil 
ſemble with his friend, 
Though many friends diſſemble with honeſt men: 
But my Loꝛd, the cards be ſhufled, and here comes a knatte, 
* Enter Comcatcher. 


Tonic. Tis range to ſee how men of our knowledge liue, 
And how we are hated of the baſer ſozt, | 
Becaule(fozſooth)we line upon our wit: 

But let the baſer (ozt thinke as they will, 

Foꝛ he map belt be termed a Gentleman, 

That when all faples,can lite vpon his wit, 

A nd if all fayles, then haue J got a wench, 

That cuts and deales, to maintaine my expence, 
Now J vſe her, as ch ule ſweeteſt flowers, 


That while they are ſweet and pleaſant co the eie, 
I doe regard them fa their pleaſant ſmell: 

But when their cullour lades, and lent dec aies, 

I calf them off fo2 men to trample on: 

But to the purpoſe, here is the Gentleman 

My honeſt friend did lately tell me ok. 

Dir, though I had another buſineſle of impoꝛt, 
That might haue hindꝛed me foz comming bere, 
Vet in regard J am loth to bꝛeake my wo2d, 

I haue ſet my other  cleaae apart, 
Becauſe pou ſhould not tudge amille of me, 
Honeſt. I find 8 Sir, and your ſelf (hal ſee 


How J will labour to requite pour curceſte. 


This is the honeſt man J told pou of, 

One that will doe you plealure in the cauſe, | 

So be it you will him fo2 his paines. 
King. Els God fu bid, and good fir,thus it is, 
that dwelz here by, 

an hundzed pound, 


And fo2 an earneſt 


$3.6 — 


to knowe a knaue. 
The reſt was to be paid as ſire weekes paſf, 
Now ſir, J would haue you as witneſle, 
That at my houſe you ſaw me pay thꝛe e hundzed pound, 
And fo2 your paines J will giue you a hundꝛed pound: 
Beſides, J will ſand pour friend in what J may, 
You heare the caule,what will paur conſcience ſerue you to do its 
Conic. How ſap you ſir, my conſcience, then you touch me, 
J tell you ſir, my conſcience wil ſerue me to doe moze than this: 
hp, J baue bene a poſte knight in Weſtminſter this xii. pear, 
and lwoꝛne to that which no one els would venture on. 
Aby, J haue ſwoꝛne againſt mine owne father fo2 monp: 
JT haue ſwoꝛne right oz w2ong any wapes fo2 money, 
whe J haue rereiuev mony befoze witnes, I \woze to the cõtrary 
And do you miſdauht me in ſo ſleight a matter as thts, 
hen J haue ſwoꝛne againſt father. mother and all my kin? 
Honeſt. J told you ſir how reſolute vou ſhould find him, 
Oe doeth it without feare J warrant pot: (your purpole, 
J think that in London you could not haue found a man ſo fit fo2 
J knew his father(lir) a man of honeſt reputation, 
And one whole lpfe was witneſſe to the Iyfe he led, 
De was a Bailiefe(ſir thou rh J ſayẽt, but no Bay'iefe that vlde 
Ve had too good a conſcience fo? that. (decetk, 
King. Al the better fo2 that,foz it ſhould ſeem by his behaneo2 
That he hath had good byinging vp. 
Conicatc, Jndeed my father in his lyte time was a man, 
Giuen to the feare of God, and to vſe much deuotion. | 
Hon, J, but he gaue nothing fox Gads (ake, ercept it were 
hard woꝛds 02 blowes and they had bene bettet kept that giuen: 
But hucht, here comes the Judge. 
Enter Perin a ludge, and Dunſton a Farmer. 
King, Heare pou ſir.if pou be m reabines here is the Judge. 
Cone. I ſir fear nor, I warrant ou, is that your aduerſary* 
That an old cruſt it is: 


Honeſt. I think the villainc hath a face hardened withſtel, 


"He could neuer be ſo impudent els. 
Ut, a It it pleaſe your W en is the man, | 
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That wzongfully would haue my farme from me, 
Facing me downe that he hath paid me that, | 
Mhich he neuer offred,no2 I neuer receiued : 
And this day he hath p2omiſed to mabe p2oofe, 
That he hath paid me ful foure hundzed pound, 

King, Aud fo J can, and heres my witnes to it, 
Chat ſaw me when J paid the money. 

Dunſton, hy, I am ſure he wil not lap it, 
J neuer ſaw the man in all my lyfe. 
Conic, No ſir but I ſaw you, and was a witnes, 

When this Gentlemi paid pou thzee hund zed pound * 
As the laſt paiment fo2 the farme he bought. | 

Perin, But where was the mcney tendered? 

Con. At the Gentlemans houſe, 

Per. You ſee father,this marchant wil be witnes 
That he ſaw ſo much money tendzed, 
And youreceiued it, being full ſatiſfyed, 
As the laſt payment fo2 the farme he bought, 
And if this marchant take his oath agaialt you, 
That ſeuen daies paſt he ſaw the mony teader ed, 
A mit paſſe ſentence then againſt you needs. 
But wil you ſweare on the bible this is tr ue: © 
Coni. J ſir, and to that intent J came hether, 
Fo? J wil neuer refuſe to ſwear a truth while J line 

Dunſton. Pet ere thou ſpeake, vouchſafe to heare me ſpeake, 
Full thꝛee ſcoʒe Winters Gentle ſir J haue paſt, 
And age hath b gray haires vpon my head. 
Locke but vpon my face, and thou ſhalt ſee, 
The perkect patterne of humilit ie. 
Thou man of woꝛth, oz citizen, what ere thou be, 
eigh but my charge, and then thou wilt not ſwear 
T haue fine lonnes, al pꝛetie tender babes, 
That lite vpon the farme that he would haue, 
Twelue hundzed ſheep do feed vpon the plaines, 
That pearlie bing a great increaſe to me, 


| 


to knowe a knaue. 
That euerie Winter keen within my ſalles, 


And twentie pooze men liuing neere my houſe, 
J daylie feed, and all vpon my Farme: 


And heare what good repoꝛt they giue ol me. 
The pooze man neuer pet went from my doze, 
But to my power J did releeue his want: 

I was no Farmer that inricht my ſelfe: 

By rayling markets and oppꝛeſſing pooze, 
But J haue ſold my cone full manie tymes 
At better rate than J could wel affoozy, 

And all to help mp needie bzethzen; 


Then ere thou lwearſt, cal al theſe things to mind, 
And thou wilt weep, and leaue to ſweare vntrueths, 


Confuſion to thy bodie and thy ſoule. 


Perin, el, if thou be wel aduiſed, take thy oath, 
Vut pet remember befoze whome thou lwearelt, 


The God of trueth and perfect equitie, 


_ TCAbhich will reuenge wꝛong to the innocent, 
with thouſand plagues and toꝛtoꝛs woꝛſe than death, 


Con, By the holy contents of this Dyble, 


Monſter ofnature,vegenerate miſcreant, 
ho euer knew oꝛ heard ſo vile an oath, 
Cildly pꝛonouncꝰd by ſuch a damned ſlaue, 
Daue J ſuch monſtrous vipers in my land, 
That wich their verie bꝛeaths infect the aire, 


Ualeſſe they be ſoone ſpied and weeded out: 


Kin. Ile be the hulvandmas co mowe ſuch Tates, 


Here Honeſty, let him be manacied: 


As Cain fo2 murder,he fo; * 
+ 


Go but among my neighbours,where JT! dwell, 


And by that iuſt God, befoze whome J ſtand, J ſaw this man, 
King, Peace, ſhameleſſe villain,erecrable wzetch, 


Say Dunſton, haſt thou euer heard the lyke, - 
Dunſt, My Liege, ſuch lothſome weeds muſk nerds infeet the 


Such Cankers periſh both the root and bꝛanch, 


And ſcar his fozehead, that he max be knowne, = 
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J beſeech pour Grace be good to me. 


J. vou hat haut a cold pꝛan ciazt in your foꝛehea, 


J would ſay,you are a laue indt ede. 
onicatcher. Gao Honeſty. 
Hone. Good "Emer theres ns help fo2 pou. 
| Enter Ethenwald alone. | 

Eth. My fancies thoughts, lyke the labsur ing Spyder, 
That {p2eads her nets.to entrap the ſillie F lie: 
© lyke the reſtleſſe billowes of the fras, 
That euer alter by the fleeting ap2e, 
Still houe ring paſt their woonted palſiozs, 
Makes me amazed in theſe ertremities, 
The Ring commands me on his embaſlage, 
To Olricks daughter, beaut tous Alfrrida, 
The height and pꝛide of all this bounding ill, 
To polte amaine,plead laue in his behalfe, 
To court fox him, and woo, and wed the mat d, 
But haue pou neuer heard that theame, 
Deceit in loue is but a merriment, 
Toſuch as ſeeke a riuall to pꝛeuent, 
Mhether (diſtraught) romcs my vnt uly thoughts, 
It is the Ring J co | 


of bis choile 
And he nil bzook Ca 


Ethenw ald thould pꝛooue 
Falſe to his ,clpeciallym loue, - 
The thus it hal be, Ile tel the king the maid is fatr, 
Ok nut bꝛowne cullour,comelie and fair ſpoken, 
TQozthie un to an Earle 0 ſo: 
But not a Bꝛide foz Edgar, Englands Ring, 
This will alay the ſtrong effects in lou. 
Fame wzought in Edgars mind of Alfrida, 
Vell, Ile to court, and dalie with the King, 
And wozke ſome means to dzaw his mynde from loue. 
Enter a Knight, Squire, and Farmer, 
Knight N Eighbour Walter I cannot but admire to ſee 
3 How 


ulekeeping is decayed within 
ehisthirie prre 


to knowea Knaue, ik 
f 


But where the fault is God knowes, J knowe not: | 
My father in his lyke time gaue holpttality to all ſtrangers, ang 
Duttreſled traueillers, his table was neuer emptie of bzead,beefe | |: 
And bee re, he was woont to keep a hundzed tall men in his hall. | x 
He was a fzaſter of all commers in generall, ) 
Aud pet was he neuer in want of money: ' | 8 
I thinke God did bleſſe him with increaſe,fo2 his bountiful mind 
Farm, Truly ſir, J am ſozrie.you ar fallen into decay, F x 
In that you want to maintaine houſhould charge, 1 
And whereof comes this want, J will cell you fir, © i 
is only thzow your great houſekeeping: * 

e ruled by me, and doe as J aduile you? : 4 
You muſt learne to leaue fo great a trame of men, } 2 
And keepe no moze than needs of koꝛce pou muff, N 8 
And thoſe you keepe, let them be ſimple men, i; 
Foz they will be content with ſimple fare, 1 
Reepe but a boy 62 two within pour houſe, = I” 
To run ok errants, and to wait on you, 0 y 
And foꝛ your kitchin, keep a woman cooke, 2 
Dne that will ſerue fo2 thirtie ſhillings a peare: 4 by 
And by that means pou ſaue two linertes, 1 
And if ye will keep retainers towards you, | [F 
Let them be Fatmers,o? rich hulbandmen, y 
[> 


Foz you ſhal find great pꝛolit (it) in keeping them: 
Foz if you ſtand in need ofcozne oz hay, 
Send but to them, and pou may haue it ſtrait: 
And if you kill a Beeke,let it be fo leane | 2 
The Butc er no2 the Graſper will not buy it, 2 4 
Your dꝛinke is too ſtr ong, and taſtes too much of malt, 0 
Tulh,ſingle beere is better far both fo2 your pzofit,and your 
Jap at « Chanel tho EEE uants health 
a ſuch 4s peels enen 2 
I meane ſuch as will ſend you now and then, 
Fat Geeſe and Capons to keep houſe withall, 
Co theſe and none els would J haue pou liberal. 
Knight, een eee, 
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i But to releeue my T5 hꝛechꝛen, but God J hope hath in ſtoꝛe 


Far. I, truſt you to that, vou may hap die a begger: (fo2 me. 
u. Why ſir, it he ſhould not truſt in God, in whom ſhould he 
trult,fo2 God is the giuet of all good whatſoener, - 

Far, True,and yet tis good fo2 a man to truſt to himſelfe now 
and then:fo2 if pou be downe,and bid God help you vp, and do not 
help your ſelf,you may fo2tune lie and periſh: and therefoze,lerne 
God on Sundaies,as you are appointed, and thereby hope to be 
(aued,fo2 by pour almes deeds pou cannot, fo2 if you giue tothe 
pooze, there be manie wil lay, be thinks to bee ſaued by his almes 
decdes:andethus pou ſhal be ill thought on fo your good wil, and 
uide fo2 pour ſelł, let God pꝛouide fo2 the poze 
tel you boz,my great grandfather, c all my pꝛe⸗ 
deceſſozs haue bene . regard fo? their good houſc kee⸗ 


ping, and (God willing) their good names ſhal neuer take an exi⸗ 
gent in me,fo2 I wil (Gov willing) keepe ſuch hoſpitalitie to mp 
death, as my ſkate can maintaine, and J will rather ſell mp land, 
to maintain houl- keeping, then keeping my land make ſale of mp 
good name fo2 houſekeeping, but ſtap, who comes here, 
Enter two = old men and a Bayliefe. 


One old man. God ſalie pou ſir, I pꝛay be good to me fo2 cham 

a po02e man, and I cannot tell what you will doe, fo2 you ſay mp  - 
hozſe hath bzoken into your coꝛn, 02 your copne into my hozſe, 
But indeed my neighbo2 ſaw pour bop dꝛiue my hoꝛſe into a fiely 
But Ile land co nothing, nowe J am warnd with a peece of pas 
per, and a litle waxe, to pꝛepare oz pzoceed to London, 
And there J am inuented, J cannot tell fo2 what: 
The Bailiete here hath areſted me ere J was wearp againſt my 
will: he laid it was vpon pour ſuit, ę pet he laid his hands on me, 
Nay moze, on my ſhoulber. | 

Another old. And ſir, and it may pleaſe you, bozrowen certen 
coꝛn, and J bꝛought „ cone again, and vet you ref me. 

Far. True ſir, but then was coꝛne fold foz foure ſhillings a bits 
ſhell, and now tis ſold faz two. 


Kui, J ſir, but be boztowed copne,and pꝛomiled to pay you con 
Fox 


againe, and you can hay, 


e but lo much as pou lent: 


toknowcaKknaue, 


Foz it he chould pap yott at the rate you demande, 
Nou wold haue foz the twentie buſhels pou lent, four tie, 
Mhich were neither right no2 conſcience, 

Far, O ſir, I pꝛay let me alone with my conſcience, 
Nou would haue me giue al I haue away to the pooze,# want as 
you do, I pꝛay let me alone to deale foꝛ my ſelfe: heare OP 
pou reſted them 

Bail, I haue ir as you commandedme, 
Far, Then to pꝛiſon with them, til they haue paid ſuch dams 
mages as the law ſhal award tbem, 

One poor. Hear you ſir, it you ſhuld bid your boy bꝛeak downe 
& gap, and 8 in my hozſe,twere litle better than plaine knaue⸗ 
rie, fo2 my hozſe is as honeſt a hozſe,as any is in this towne. 

Another. Tel neighboꝛ, we wil haue the hozſe examined be⸗ 
foze an officer, and mp boy Jack ſhal wzite —.— -q hozſe ſpeaks 
= if che hozſe ſay a was dꝛiuen in againſt his wil 
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Then pou may haue the lawof him,neighboz, 
Fo all the hozſes in the pariſh wil be [woe fo2 his hozle, 
But Ile ſtand to nothing. (with them. 


Far, TAel, to pꝛilon with the til they haue paid pour due, away 
One poor, Nap, J pꝛap, be moze miſerable to me, and J wil 
you fourtie ſhillings when J haue it. | 
Far, V the Mas the knane hath a pꝛetie cottage, 
Ae ſee and J can get that:ſirra,you haue an old cottage, 
Tf pou will make me that ouer by dced of gift, 
Am content to dzaw mp action. 
Another p. My houle:why tis my goods, my wyle, mp land, 
My hoꝛſe my aſſe, o any thing that is his:no you Caterpiller, 
J will neuer make away my houle, J wil die firſt, 
$qui. But tel me fir,howe much wold you haue of them fox 
their treſpaſle* 
Far. Pary,fo? fourtie ſhillings,and-yer J befriend them, 
by fir, I hope you will not pep it fo2 dem: 
Kni. But J wil:firra Batlie, J will anſwere the pooꝛe mens 
debts,aud come home c un {v2 thy fee anon, go old men. 
Get you yore and pꝛaile Gov, 
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beyond ſeas, fo2 in E 
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A merie knacke 
One poor. Mary Jeſus bleſſe you:naiboz, how many ſuch good 
Knightes haue you now a dayes* 
Anoth. Too fem, neighboꝛ, the moze is the pitie. Exeunt 
But come lets away. 
Knight. But who comes her + 
Enter Perinand Honeſty, 

Per, God ſaue pou gentlemen, the king greets pou, and at this 
Dauing ſome occaſion,to vle mony,hath ſent to know (time, 
Ahat you that be Rntghtes and Squires wil lend his Grace, 
And you maiſter Farmer, be bzief(fir)fo2 I cannot ſtay, 

Kni, Sir, though houl / keeping be ſome hindzance to my lo 
mind by reaſon it robs me ol that, which ſhuld bewzap my louin 
mind both to my pꝛince  country,money I meane which at this 
time J ſtand in ſome want ok. pet of that mal coze that J haue, 
am willing to impart the lending of the king xx. pound, and moze 
J aſſure you J am law | | 


Perin, Uety wel, and what ſay you maiſter Squire. 
Squire, I ſay that my reuenewes are but (mall , pet J will 
lend his Paieſtie ten pound: | 
Per, Gery wel, but what ſaith the Farmer: 
What can he ſpare the Ring* 
Far. Marry ſir, I am a pooze Farmer, æ yet J can affoozd 
To lend the King a hundꝛed o2 two of pounds, 
And heare pou ſir, it pou p2efer a ſuit I haue to the Ring, 
J will gine you fourtie Angels fo2 pour paines: 
Beſides, I will giue you the keeping of a dozen iades: 
And now and then meat fo2 you and your hozſe, | 
If you come to my houſe and lie a whole yeare. 
Per, Why thats well ſaid,and J commend thy honeſt mind, 
Tonls all men wer mind: 
IJ warrant thee, thou art an honeſt man.# one that loues the king 
But tel me, what would thou haue me doe: | 
Far. Nothing but e me the Rings letter to conuey com 
it is ſo good cheap, that a man can 
make no liuing by ſelling thereof: therfoꝛe if the King wil grant 


at any time, lend him fine 02 ſtxe hundzed 
aca [*" "pound, 


- 


to knowe a knaue. 


and perhaps neuer aſk it again, and J wil not foꝛget your paines, 
Per, Sir,feare not, I wil do it fo you, I warrant you, 1 

Fo? J tel you, I can do much with the King. (, 37 
Hon. A beleeue you wil do moze than you wil be commenden 
The Courtier reſembleth the Jay, that decketh her ſelf with te 
feathers ol other birds, to make her ſelf glozious: 1 
So the Courtier muſt be bꝛaue, tho he be hangd at the gallous, 3 
Far. Cel ſir,wilitpleaſe pou to come and vine with me, 1 
Per, I thanke you ſir hartily. $ 
Far, But whats he there in pour company, | F 
Perin. A plaine fellow,and his name is Honeſty, 18 
Far. O let him gs where he will foz he ſhal not dine with m. 6 
Hon, See how the Farmer feares my name, 15 
What wold he doe if he knew my nature | |; 
But hear you(mailter Courtier)ſhall I vine with yon: / 8 
J p2omiſe you ſir, J am very hungrie, | 1 
Per, Trulie Honeſty, if I were furnicht with money, 1 
J would not ſtick to giue thee thy dinner, i 3 
But now thou ſeeſt J am but a gueſt mp ſelfe. l : 
Far. Truly honeſt fellow, if I were certaine of my cheere, 1 
wold bid thee to dinner, but know not mp pꝛouiſiõ I pꝛomiſe thee 19 


Kni. Þeare you ſir, will it pleaſe you to take part of a peece of 
beele with me, vou ſhal be welcome. | 
Perin. J thank you ſir, but I mult dine with my honeſt friend 
here, els J would not refuſe paur gentle offer. Exeunt, 
Hon, See how he can vſe my name and not me, 
But J perceiue IJ may goe dine with Duke Humtrie, 
God bwy Gentlemen, foz none here hath occaſion to vſe Honeſty 
Kni. Pes Honeſty, thou ſhalt be my bꝛothers gueſt and mine, 
Hon, Maty and I thank you to, fo new the wozld may ſay, 
That Honeſty dines with Hoſpitality to dap, Exeunt, 
Enter Oſrick and Alfrida,and to them Ethenywald, 
| e that you enter taine the Earle, 
As beſt beſeemes his ſtate and thy degree: 
He comes to (ee whether Fame haue wozthilp 
Bene niggard,in commending thee oz no, 
Wo ſhall thy vertues be admired at ” court, 


— — 


: 
Ps. A. - 


And thou be pꝛaiſed fo2 
Fon curteſie contents a 
Then nothing els ſeemes pleaſant in his eies. 
Alfr, Father, vou ſhall perceiue that Alfride 
Aill doe her beſt in honouring of pour age, 
To entertaine the Earle of Coꝛnwell ſo, 
That he ſhall think him hig blie fauoured, 
Thow louing ſpeech andeurteous entertain, 
Of, How fares my L. of Corn wel, what diſpleaſed+ 
Oz troubled with a mood thats male content:: 
Eth. Mot male t, and yet J am not well, 
Foz Jam troubled with apainfall rume, 
That when J would be mery, troubles me, 
 Andcommonlie it holds me in mp eits, 
With ſuch ext reames that J can (cantly ſee, 
Olr, 2 long haue you bene 28 with the 


Is falne into pour ies, and troubles pou: 
j Erh. J cannot tel, but ſure it paines me much, 
Noz did it euer tro 

ö Fo? till J came to lod 
My cies were cleare, and J rener felt the paine. 
O am ſoy that my houle wuld * pour grief - 


| By reading many p etie p 

114 Both lo the ache of w, and paine of eyes. 
A wil it ſo it pleaſe the Earle to accept it, 

Yndcnour what An p to comfoꝛt him, 

Logo, I haue waters of appzooued wozth, 

ſuch as are not common to be found: 

of which ik it x aſe your honour, vie theme 

Jam in hope, will lp you to your light, 3 

. . lei eee, 


5 


1 
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to knowe a knaur. 


Foz J am troubled only when J looke. 
Alfcida, Dn what (my Lozy)oz whome: 
Alf, ihy lee me fe Joke 
hy let me ſee your eies( my Loꝛd me. 
Ech. Then twil be wozſe, / * 
Alf, TAhat, if pou locke on me then Fle be gone. 
Ech. Nay ttay,ſweet loue, ſtay beauteous Alftida, 
Aud giue the Earle of Cornwel leaue toſpeake: 
Know Alfrida, thy beautie hath ſubdued, 
And captiuate the Earle of Cornwels heart 
Byielly, I louethee,ſceme J neere ſo bold, 
So rude and raſhlie to pzefer my ſute, 
And il your father giue but his conſert, 
Ealed be that paine that troubles Echenwald, 
And this coulidered, Olricke ſhall pzooue, 
My father, and his daughter be my loue, 
Speake Oſrick, hall I haue her J oz no: 
Of, y Loꝛd with al my hart, you haue my conſent 
Ik ſo my daughter pleaſe to condiſcend. 
Ethen. But what ſaith Alfnda% 
Ali I ſay(mp Lozd)that ſeing my father grants, 
J will not gaimlap, what his age thinks meet, 
J do appoint my ſelfe( my Loꝛd)at your diſpoſe, 
Eth. c Ael Oſrick, nowe pon lee pour daughter's mine, 
But tel me when lhall be the wedding day, 
 Olr, On Monday next, till then you are my gueſt. 
Ethen. Weil Ofricke,when our nuptiall rices are paſt, 
I mult to Court, ok bulineſſe co the King. | 
Alfr. Let that be as you pleaſe mp Lozd, 
But ſtay wot long,fo2 Jſhall hardlie bꝛo oke your abſence then. 
Eth, Fedfe not Alfrida, I will not ſtay there long, 
But come, let vs in F ather,y2ay lead the way, <Exeund 
Enter the King and Dunſton. (Kings 
thou of the fauozs of 


King, J Ei me Dunſton, what thinkelt chou 
Dun. eee ; flower, 
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metie knacke 


And with the lealf cloud loſeth againe: 5 
Oz lyke the Utolets in America, that ta ſommer pe eld an odiffe, 
And in winter amof infectious ſauour: (rous ſmell, 
Fan at euer kul ſea they flouriſh, oz at euer dead ope they vade: 
The fiſh Palerna being perfect white in the calme, ; 
Pet turneth blacke with euerp ſkoꝛme: 
Oz lpke the trees in the deſerts of Africa, 
That flouriſh but while the ſouthweſt wind bloweth: 
Euen ſo( my Lo2d)1s the fauours of kings to them they fauour, 
Foz as their fauours giue lyfe,ſo their frownes yeeld death. 
King,Wel ſaid, Dunſton, but what merits he that villembles 
with his Soueraigne? 
Dunſton, In my opinion(mp Lo2d)he merits death, 
King. Then aſſure thy ſelfe,if Echenwald diſſemble, he ſhall 
die: but who comes here: Perin, what newes, that thou commeft 
in ſuch haſt: and what is he that beares thee company : 
Per, It is my gratious Lozd an honeſt man, 
And one it ſeemes that loues you Maieſtie: 
Foz as pour Grace gaue me in charge, (could make, 
J went about into the countrey,ts ſee what ſummes of money 1 
Among the cheefeſtof the communaltie: 
And monglt the richeſt Knights that J could kynd, 
They would lend your Grace at moſt but twenty ponnd, 
And euery Squire would lend you Grace but ten: 
Then came J mongſt the reſt to this plaine man, 
And aſked him what he would lend the king, 
He aunſwered ſir,youſee J am but pooze, 
Mot halfe ſo wealthy as a Knight 62 Squire, 
And yet in ſigne of dutie to his Grace, 
Am tende his Paieſtie ewo hundzed pow. 
1 King. Thanks honeſt fellow fo; thy loue to vs, 
Wh And if J may but pleaſure thee in ought, 
Command me to the vtter moſt A mar: 
ng land hath tea fem men of thy good mind, | 
1: Enter Honeſtie and Piers plowman. 
Honeſty what newes:where halt thou bent lo long* 
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toknowea Knaue, 


Honeſt, my Loꝛd, I haue bene ſearching fo2 a pʒiuie knaue 
One(my Lozd)chat feeds vpon the pooze commons, 
And makes pooze Piers ploughman weare a thꝛead bare coate, 
It is a farmer my Lozd)which Lap vp all the coꝛn in the mars 
59 ſends it away beyond ſeas & thereby feeds the enemie. 
Kin, Alas,pooze piers plow man, what aileſt thou*why voeft 
thou weep, peace mart if any haue effended thee, 
Thou ſhalt. be made amends vnto the moſt. 
piers plow, I beſeech pour Grace to pitie my diſtreſſe, 
There is an vnknowne theefe that robs the common wealth, 
And makes me and my pooze wife and childzen beg foz maintes 
The tyme bath bene(my Low)in diebus illis, (nance, 
That the Plowmans coat was of good homeſpun rullet cloth, 
TAhereof neither I no2 my ſeruants had ns want, 
Though now both they and J want, 
Any all by this vnknown Farmer: 
Co there cannot be an aker of ground to be ſold, 
But he will lind money to buy it:nay my Loꝛd, he hath money 
to buy whole Lopdſhips,and yet but a Farmer, 
J haue kept a ps02e houle where J dwel thisfour ſcoze yeare, 
Pet was J neuer dziuen to want till now: 
A beſeech your Grace, as you haue ſtill bene iulk, 
To ſeek redꝛeſſe for this oppꝛeſſion 
A beſeech pour Grace reade my humble petition, 
Kin, Let me ſee the humble petition,of poop piers plowman, 
_ pooze piers, I haue heard my father ſay, (wealth, 
iers plowman was one of the beſt members in acomms 
— table was neuer emptie of bzead,beefe,and beere, 


J harbour him, and he is dailie vnder my elbow, 

J aſſure thee tis moze than J know loꝛ J harbour none but this 

which is my honelk friend. 
Hon, Is this your honeſt friend the deuill a {s(my Lozd) 


This is he:ik you doubt my wozd to be true, call in Clarke of the ; 5 


Allyſes, now (hall pour Grace ſee, 
dernen een. company: 


>. a help co all diltreſſed traueilers: but where thou telleff mee, } 
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A metie knacke 
FORE C 5 Clarke ofthe — hls 

irra,tell me w pooze men in ſuit at this Syſles* 

Clark, That hath Walter would hauc moret 
He hath one pooze man in ſuit fo2 certaine Barlie, 

And another fo2 that his hoꝛle was taken in his cone, 
Honeſt, But what mditemennts are againſt him, read them 
ERacad the Inditement. 

Clark. F rſt, he hath conueyed coꝛne out of the land to feede the 
Enemie. Next, bee harh turned pooze Piers Plowman out of 
does by his great railiug ok rents. 

Next, be is known? to bee a common diſturber of men of their 
quiet, by ſeruing Writs on them, and bzinging them to London, 
to their vtter vndoing. 

Alſo, he keeps cone in his barne, and ſiffers his bꝛethꝛen and 
neighbours to lie and want, and thereby makes the market fo 
deare, that the pooze can buy no cone. 

Kin. Pnough:nom fie vpon thee, thou monſter of nature, 
Co lecke the vtter vivoing of manie, to inrich thy ſelfe: 
Honeſty, take him, aud vic him as thou wilt. 

Honeſty, Came ſix, I thinke I found out pour knauerie, 
Away ſir, and beare pour fellow companie. 

Exeuat omnes but the King and Dunſton. 
Enter Ethenwald. 

Eth. Health and good hap befall your Maieſtie, 

Kin. Echenwald welcome, hom fares our beautious loue, 
Ve breeſe man, what, will ſhe loue 62 no 3 | 

*  Eth, Then as your Grace did giue to me in charge, 
A haue diſchargde my dutie every way, 

And communed with the maid pou ſo commend: 

Fa when the Sun, rich Father of the day, 

Ele el the woꝛld, King of the ſpangled vale, 

Had run the circuit at the Hozizon, 

And that Artofelex, the nights bꝛight lar, 

Dad bꝛou !: feir Luna from the purpled mayne, 

CAhere we was dallying with her wanton loue, 


alan ber lighe rowearte kranrilets. 
| l | $5 e ho F 2 
| | 


4 
| 


I 
—ů — * ay oo Ws te 8 


9 n 
* — — 
* 


= = *S - 
. _— — % » % *; 
8 aA £4 WATTS # - «AS. > 
= - — — 2 * ” 
. 
_ 
- pl g 8 N —— w—_ — as - —— 
— 8 = 
o ”— ORDERS Ge Io Gy WW» FEE 4 — — NB. 4. — : — 
_ Sonnet «+ Af + * — — — . CT - * p _ . 
— 
_— 
At 4, C02 ee _ — a a a * os : a — 
. = — * maar as — : e q — — — — ——— # 4 a K 8 — 
2 5 ö 
p « 
0 
p - 

* 

. 

* 


* 0 8 
„ - 
1 
. | 
1 —— ws” £ * - « 4 . 
NR TE s _—_— e * (RARE OUTS rr x 2 * 2 P + Þ LY | I Wo o Pr. * * 
1 - + % q 7 s 
* 0 . 48 4 { * 2 9 * 
{ , - : - 9 R — ” x l . 
* 


to knowe a Rnaue. 


Then twas my chance to arrine at Ofricks houſeꝛ 
But being late I could not then vnkolde 
The meſſage that your Grace had giuen in charge: 
But in the mozne Aurora did appeare, 
At ſight of whom the Welkin ſtraight did cleare, 
Then was the {angled vale ck heauen dꝛawne in, 
And phochus roſe!pke heauens imperiall King: 
And ere the Dun was mounted fine degrees a 
The maid tame downe and gaue me the good day, 
King, But being come, what ſaid ſhe then? 
How lyke7 thou her, hat is ſhe fair oꝛ no: 
Eth. y Loꝛd, ſhe is coloured lyke the Scythia aide, 
That challenged Lucio at the Olympian ganies, 
cell bodied, but) her face was ſomething blacke, 
Lyke thoſe that {>liow houſhold buſineſſer __ | 
Her ties wer hollow lunke into her head, 
TUhich makes her haue a clowdre countenance, 
She hath a pꝛetie tongue, I mulfconfeſſe, 
And yet (my Lozd)ſhe is nething eloquent. 
King, Why then my Loꝛd, ) theres nothing good in her; 
Etch. Yes mp Loꝛd, ſhe is fic to ſerue an Earle oꝛ ſo, 
But far vnſit to Cdgar Englands Ring. 
King. So then lhe is fit fox Ethenwald our Cozniſh Earle, 
But far vnfit fox Edgar Englands king: 
ell E thenwald, I found pour policie: 
But tell me ifaith, doeſt thou loue the maide. 
Speake truelie man, diſſemble not. 
Ethen. J doe(my gratious Lozd) and therewithall,, 
Jitreate pour Maieſtit to pardon me. 
King. Ethenwald, am content to par don thee, 
And will be with thee my ſelfe ere long, 
To doe thee honour ta thy martage, 
And therefoze Ethenwald thoumartt vepart; 
And leaue vs til we viſite thee at home, 
_  Eth. My gratious Lozd J humbly take my leaue. 
Dunſt. It᷑ it pleaſe your Grace * me, and giue me leaue 
| 4 I 
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A merie knacke 
J would gladlie bzing my Nephew on the way, 
Ki, ich all my heart Dunſton, but Cay y 
Eth. I ö * ini rg 
Excunt Dunſt. and Ethenwald. 
Kin. Farewel Ethen wald, but Perin tell me now, 
Abat doeſt thou thinke of Alfrida, 
Is lhe ſo faule as Kthenwald tepoꝛts her, 
Beleeue me then ſhe had bene vnlit fox me. 
per. Pp gratious Lopd,Echenwald bath diſſembled with 
Foz  Alfada is fatr and vertuous: (pour Maieſty, 
Foz laſt night, being in pꝛiuate conference, 
Ve tould me he had deuiled a mean 
To collour with the King by fo2ced ercuſe, 
No,no,(quoth he)my Alfridats faire, 
As is the radiant Nozth' ſtar Chziſtaline, 
That guides the wet and wearie Traueller, 
Souſt with the lurge of Neptunes watery main, 
And thus my Lozd,he fell to pꝛailing her, 
And from his pocket ſtraight he dꝛew this counterfeit, 
And ſaid twas made by beauteous Alfrida, 
King. A face moze faire than is the Suns b2ight beames, 
Oz ſnow white Alpes faire Cyathca, 
TAho would refuſe with Hercules to ſpin, 
hen ſuch faire faces bears vs companie. 
Faire Pollyxena neuer was ſa faire: 
No? ihe that was p2oud loue to er 
Great Alexanders loue, Queen of Amazons, 
Aas not Lo, as is faire Alfrida, 
But peri 


wn 


4 | | and away. 
Enter mad men of Goteham, to wit, a Miller, 
A Coblerand a Smith, 
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to knowe a knaue. 
Miller, Nom let vs conftult among our ſelues, 
How to miſbehaue our ſelues to the Rings woꝛchip, 
Jeſus bleſſe him: and when he comes, to deliuer him this petiti 
J chink the Smith were belt ta do it,fo2 hees a wiſe 2 1 
Cobler, Naighboz,he (hall not due it, as long as the 
üs mii the anne e eee, 
Smith. And why, J p2ap, becauſe I would baue put vonftrom 5 
Miller. No, not f̃ that, but becauſe he is no good fellow, | 
Noz he will not ſpend his pot fo compante, _,_.. $: 
Smit MET (fir) there was a god of our occupation, and Y | | 
charge v res vercue of his go>hed, co let me deliver the peritis, | 
Cob. Butſoft you, your God was a Cuckold, and his-God- | 
| 
; 


* 


bead was the hoꝛne and thats the Armes of the Gadhead vou call 
vpon. Go, pour are put down with pour occupation, end now J wil 
not grate you ſo much as to de liuer the petition , foz you, 
Smith LAhbac,diſpzaile dur trade: Sa 
Cob. Nap, neighbour, be not angrie, fo; Ile land to nothing | 8 
onlie but this. þ 
Smith. But what: beare witneſle a giues me the But, and I F 
am not willing to ſhoot:Cobler, I will talks with you: nap, ay 
bellowes, my coletrough, and my water ſhall euter armes with 3 
you fo2 our trade: O neighbour, I can not beare it. noꝛ J. wil not * 
beare it. ; 
15 
/ 
2 


Mil. Qeare pou,neixhbour, I pꝛap coalwade pour gelt and be 
not wilful,+ let rhe Cobler deliuer it, vou ſhal (ce him mar Why; 

Smith, At your requeſt A will commit my ſelfe tu gau, 15 
And lay my ſelte open to hau, lpke a Dyſter. 4 1 

Mil. Je tell bim what pou [ay;Dearepou i $402, we baue j 
tonſtulted to let you deliu?t the petitian, doẽ it wilelp fo2 thecre* Þ} |; 
dite of the tewne. | 

Cob. Let me alone fa the Kings Carminzer was lire, | 
He ayes the Ring 1 440 4 MAb, pes 

Smith. But heaz 


Euter I 
King. Dow now Bene 


Cob We 9 menof Goc 
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Hearing pour Grace would come this wap, 
Did thinke it good fo2 pon to ſtap, 
But hear yon,netghbours,bid fomebody ring the bels, 
And we are come to fu alone to deliuer our petition, 
Kin. That is it Perin, I pꝛay thee reade, 
per. Nothing but to haue a ficenſe to bꝛew ſtrong Ale thꝛiſe a 
werk, and he that comes to Goteham, and will not ſyende a penie 
ona pot of Ale, ff he be a date that he map kaſt. 
3 Kin, Mell ſirs, we grant pour petit ion. 
9 Cob. We bumblie thanke yeur royall Paieffy, | 
7 , King, Come Dunſton, lets away, Exeunt omnes,. 


6 | Enter Ethenwald alone, 2 
„Sec. Ethenwald,be avuiled, the Ring hath ſent to thee, 
\ F Nap,moze, he means to come and vilite thee, 

But why, I theres the queſtion": 

Mbp tis foꝑ thus to ſee if he can fpny, 

A kront whereon to graft a paire of hoznesr 

But in plain tearms he comes to Cuckold me, 

And ſoꝛ he means to doe it without ſuſpect, 

pe ſends me wo he means to viſite me: 

The King is amozous,and my wyfe is kinde, 

So kind (J feare that ſhe wil quickly peeld 

To any motiou that the king ſhal make: 

Eſpeciallp if the motion be of loue : 

Foz Phoy mzites, women are made lyke wart 

Apt to receiue any impreſſions _ 

{Choſe mines are lyke the Janamyft, 

That eates,yet cries,and neuer is ſatiſfied: 

Bell, be as it is,fo2 Ile be ſure of this, 

It ſhall be no wales pzetudice to me: 

|] 7 Fox A will let aTkrrene befoze the fyze, 

| © And optenent what oth would enſue 2 

| * *T were good Jqueſtioned with my father ürtk, 

To heate how he affected towards the Ring, 


TUhat ho, | FT 
Enter Ofrick and Alfrida, 
Ol, Echenwald,my ſonne,what neweN 
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toknowe a knaue. 


Fthen, Why 
Or, Not per, A pꝛomyſe you my Loꝛd. (viſit you, 
Ethen, Why then tis thus, the Ring doth meane to come and 
Olr. And welcome ſhal his Paieſty be to me, 

Chat inthe wane of my decreaſing yeares, 

Qouchſafes this honour to Earle Oſricks houſe, 
Ethen, So then, pou meane to entertaine him well: 
Or, Uhat els mp Sonne: 
Eth, Nap, as you will, but heare you wyfe,what do you think 
in this, that Edgar means to come and be pour gueſt; 

— Altr. I thinke my Lozd he ſhall be welcom then, 

And J hope that you will.entertaine him ſo: 

That he may know how Oſrick honours him: 

And J will be atty2ed in cloth of Bis, 

Belet with Ozient pearle, fetcht from rich Indian 

And all my chamber (hall be richly, 

CUith Aras hanging,fetcht from Alexandzia, 

Then will I haue rich Counterpoints and muſke, 

Calamon,and Caſia,ſweet ſmelling Amber Greece, 

That he may (ap, Venus is come from heauen. 

And left the Govs to marie Ethenwald. 
Ech. 3Jwonns,thep are both agreed to cuckold me, 

But heare you wyfe, while I am maſtcr of the Bark, 

I meane to keepe the helmſker in my hand: 

My meaning is, vou ſhall be rulde by me, 

Jn being diſguiſed till the King be gone, 

And thus it ſhall be,fo2 I will haue it ſo. 

King hath neuer ſeene thee J am lure, 


. — U— 


Foz thou ſhalt be attyꝛde in ſome bale weedes, 
And Kate the kitchin maid (hall put on thine: 
Foz being richly ty2ed,as ſhe ſhall be, 
She will ſerue the turne tokeep him companie, .., | -, 
1. 999 — make a ſcome of yon, 
Ech, And he that lies with this wil make a hozne lo me, 
Ut i prough,it mull be lo, = * 

| 2 


aſke you: am ſure you haue heard the newes, 
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Alf. Me thinks twere 85 otherwates, | op Alfrida 

Ethenw, I think not fo, will you be onet -* 1-1 
Father, let me alone, Ile b2eake her of her will, 
Ne that are maried to vong wiues you fee, 
Muſt haue a ſpeciall care vnto their boneſtic: 
Fo2 ſhould we ſuffer them to haue their will: 
They are apt you knom ) to fall to any ill. 
But here comes the King. 

Enter the King, Dunſton, and Perin to Fthenwwatd, 

Ki. Earle Olricke,you muſt needs hold vs excuſed, 
Though boldly thus vnbid we vilite you? 
But knowe the cauſe that mooued vs leaue our Court, 
Nas to doe honour to Earle Ethenwald: 
And ſee his louelie Bride faire Alfrida. 

Oſik. My gratious Loꝛd, as welcome ſhall you be, 
Ts me, my Daughter, and my ſonne in Law, 
As Titus was vnto the Roman Senato2s, 
Then he had made a conqueff on the Goths : | 
That in requitall of his ferutce done, * 
Did offcx him the imperial Diademe: 
As they in T itus,we in pour Grace till ſynd, 

The 4, erkect figure of a Pꝛincelie mind, 

King Thankes Ofrick, but I thinke J am not welcome, 


© - Becauſe J cannot fer faire Alfnda: 


Oſri cke, J will not ſay; no eat with thee, 

Till J haue ſeene the Earle of Comwels wife, 
Ethen. It it pltaſe your Maieſtie to ſay with vs, 

My wyfe ſhal wayt as hanvmaid on pour Patellſez 

And in her dutie ſhew her huſbands lene: 2 6 

And in good tyme, my Loꝛd, ſee where ſhe comes: 

Enter the kitchin maid in Alfridas apparcl, 

Alfrida, you mult leaue pour kitchin tricks, 

And vſe no wozds but pzincelie Maielſte. | 

aid, Now Jeſus your honourable Grace, e 

Ip} 2 re rlome lym er 1 


Come on, T mar eat ſome ns hes 60 Ram | 
Heres g vod dzinke by Ladie, why do you not eate? (eat. 
Ki. Rep. pꝛay thee eat Alfrida,it is ynough fo2 me to ſee thee 
Nlaid. I thank pou hartily:by mp troth heres neuer a cuſben 


* _ 
— eee er ere ! rere 


By mp troth Ile kdock you anon, go to. \ 
Per. My Low,this is uct Alfrida, this is the kitchin maid, * 
Kin. Beate Perin, J haue found their ſubtiltie, k 

Fthenwald, J pꝛay thee let me ſee thy kitchin Maid, 4 

Me thinks it is a pꝛetie homely Wench: | {4 

J pꝛomiſe thee , Ethenwald, I like her well. C 
Eth. My Lond ſhe is a homelte kitchin maid, 2 

And one whole bzinging vp hath bene but rude: | - 1 


And far viſit fo2 Edgars companie: 
But if your Grace want merrie companie, 
J will ſend fo2 Ladies wiſe and curteous. 
To be aſſociate with your Maieſtie. 
Oꝛ if your Grace will haue Muſitians ſent foꝛ, 
J will fetch your Grate the beſt in all this land. 
Kin. & ther wald, no, I will haue the kitchin maid, 
And therefo2e,if pon lcue me, ſend foꝛ her. 
F62 till ſhe come J cannot be content. 
Eth. Father, I wil not fetch her:3wouns,ſee where ſhe comes 
Enter Alfrida in the kite hin maids attyre. 
Alfrida, Sucteſful foztune and his hearts content, 
Daily attend the perſan ofthe King. 
And Edgar know that J am Altrida,daughter to Oſtick, 
And lately made the Earle of Coznwals wyfe, 
King, Ahp, is not this Alfrida': 
Alf. No, mygood Lo2d,itis the kitchin maty, 
Whom Ethenwald ftttoo much loue to me, 1 
Path thus atty2de to dallie with the Ring, (and by, 1 
_ By my troth my Loʒd ) che 3 to, Ne courſe you by 1 
a Away baſe ſtrumpet)get the from my ſight, 
ai. Go your waies, vou are a en warrant pon. 
Kin. Bale Ethenwald,viſſembler hae thou art, . 
So to diſſemble with thy Soucraigne, ee: | 
Ly + Wi 1 3 | _ | 
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Chou camſt to looth thy leaſing to the King, 


j But lee,at la chou haſt veceiuen chy ſelf, 


(| And E to Earle Ethen wald. 


. . 
— — —ꝝöä— 


— — 


| ede © xnacke 
| Au afterward vuder a ſhewe of loue, 


Meaning by that to make 
That thy intent was iufk any 


And Edgar hath found out thy ſubtiltie, 
CU hich A requite, thinke Edgar is thy enemie, 

And vowes to be reuenged fo} this ill, 

Gs to thy huſband beauteous Alfrida, 

Foz Edgar can ſubdews affects in loue. 

Alf. Thanks,gratious King, my2rour of curteſle, 
TAbole vertuous thoughts bew2ap thy pꝛincely mind 
And makes thee famous monglt thy enemies: 

Fan what is he chat heares of Edgars name, 

and will not peeld him pꝛaiſe as he deſerues. 

No hath your Grace euer bene pꝛailed moge, 

©; cearm'd more iuſt in any action, 
Chan you ſhall be in conquering your deſires, 


King, Qill you (Alf. e Ech. 
r humbly cake my leaue. Exeunt 
King. Daw am J and pet without red2efſe*: 

Dunſt. Þane e my Lud, amm call ts mind 
How pen yane liued pꝛailed fo2 vertuous gouernment, 
Pat baue ſubdued luſt vnts this day, 

447 hene reputed wple in gouernment, 
Aus will ou vlemih all pour honours gut, 
In being tearmen a foule Adulterer. 

Kin. Dunſton,fopbeare fo2 A 1 itlo, 

It bootes thee not tocgunlaile me in this, 
Foz A baue ſmoꝛne the death of Ethenwald, 
And ve Hall die, oꝛ Edgar will not liue. 


Duuſton, it is reſolued, | Exit. 
Dun. N. it it be Ethen wald ſhall not di | 
21D ſince intreaties can not ſerue the turne: 


wall At: wil det 
A N e hand 


Aſmoroth VER * Aſworoth, FA velit 
Enrer the Deuill. 

Deuil. What wilt thou: 

Dunſton. Tel me what means the Ring: 

Deu. A wil not tell thee, 

Dunſt. I charge thee by the eternall lining God, 

That keeps the Pince ofdarknes bound in chaines, 

od by that Sun, that thou wouldſt gladly ſee, ) 

By heauen and earth, and cuery liuing thing, 

Tel me that which J vid demand ol thee. 

Deu. Then thus, che king doth mean to murther Ecken wald 
dee 
eu. chenv 
Dunftoo, But Ile pꝛeuent him follam me muiſible, 
Deu. I wil, Excunt. 
Enter the Prieſt, 
Prieſt, I haue bene this moꝛuing with a friend of mine, 

That would bozrow a ſmall ſumme of money of me, 

But J haue learned the beit aſſurance a man can haue, 

In ſuch a matter is a good pawn of twiſe the valew, 

Oz vonds ſufficient fo flue times the quantitie. 

He is my neere kinſman, I confeſſe,and a Clergie man, 
But fiftie ſhillings is money, e though A think J might truff him 
fmply wich it fo2 a tweluemoneth, where hee craues it but foza 
moneth,yet ſimply J will not be fo ſimple; 

Fo? J will bozrow his gelding to ride to the Terme, 
And keep away a iuſt foxtuight: 
Jfthen he pay me my money, J will deliuer him his hoſe, 

'J wold be loth to loſe my monp,oz craue aſſur ante ofmp kinſmi, 
But this map be done to trie me, I meane lykewiſe to try him. 

| Thsisplatn,chough trulie(bzetizenomthingfabtill, = 

But here comes one would faing take my houſe of me. 

Neighbor, Sir, I am apooze man, ans I wil giue you thirty 
ſhillings a pere. if J may haue it yonſhatbe ſure cf your money. 
pr. Trulie bꝛother in Chzitt,J} cannot affoozd it ef the pꝛice. 

I mul leq my ale to aſk _ but who wa” bert 
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132 Enter Honeſtie and a Beggar. 
Beg. J beſeech vou( good maiſter)fo2 Gavs ſake, gine one pe⸗ 
me to the pooꝛe, lame, and blind, gaad maiſter giue ſomething, 

Prieſt, Fy vpon thee laʒy fellow, art thou not aſhamed to beg: 
Read the blefled ſaying ol S. Paul, which is, thou ſhalt get thy lis 
uing with the ſweat of thy een en he that will not r is 
not woꝛthie to eat. 

Hone, J, but he remembers not where Chiift ſatth, bee that 
giueth a cup of cold water in my name ſhall be blelled, 

Beg ; Alas lir,you lec a1 

gelt, But thats no re you thould beg. 

Beg Alas ſir, age comming an me, and my TH being gone, 
J hape ſir, you will pardon mee though J beg, and tberetode (02 
Gods ſake one peny,good maſter, 

prieſt, Ahy I tel thee no, foz the Spirit doth not mooue me 
thereunto;and-in good tune, looke in the bleſſed Pꝛauerb of Sa⸗ 
lomon, which is, good deeds do not iuſtifp,a man ;therfoze J count 
it ſinne to giue thee any thing. 

Hone, See how he can turne and wind the Scripture to his 
owne vſe,but be remembers uct where Chꝛuſt laich, 
Oe that giueth tothe pode lendeth vato the Lozd, _ , - 
And he ſhal be repaid ſeuen fold:but the Peſt loꝛgets chat, oꝛ I 
Icaſt wple he will not remember. it. 

Beg. Now fie vpon the, is this the purenes of pour religion 
Od will reward yau no doubt fox your hard dealing. | 

prieſt, Care not thou fo that, wel neighboz, if thou wilt haue 
mp hotiſe,friead,and bzother i in Chziſt, it wil coſt pou fourtie ſhil⸗ 
lings, tis wel wooꝛt h it truely, pzouided this, I may not ſtay fox 
my rent, J might haue a great deale More. but Jan loth to ex 
act on mpb2other, | 
_ Hon, And pet he wil ſell all a poo2e man hath to his dirt fa 
1 one quarters rent. | 
| | Nleigh. Gods ge pour heart pou made a goalper 

hoztation an 
prieſt, J bother, the Spirice d did modue me chereunts ; ; rie | 

vyon vſurie, when a men wil cut his bzothers thxoare fo2 ! . litle ; 

ucre, 


( 0 . 


| 
| 


exam 


DFF EEE EEE 14... | 


toknoweaknaue, OOO 
Lucre,fie vpon it,fie, we are bozne one to line by another, and fo2 
a man to let his owne as he may line, tis allowed by the wozd of 
God, but foz vſur ie and oppzeſſion,fie on it, tis vngodlie, but tell 
me will you haue it: 
Neigh, I will giue you,as I haue pꝛofered pou, 

pPneſt. Trulie J cannot affooꝛd it, J would J could, but J 

mult goe to our exerciſe of pꝛayer, & after I malt goe ſee a Farm 
that J ſhould haue. Exeunt. 
Enter Dunſton and Perin with the King, 
Dun . Oſt gratious Pꝛince, vouchſafe to heare me ſpeake, 

In that che lawe of kindꝛed pꝛickes me on, 
And though J ſyeake contrarie to your mind, 
Yet dse J build on hope you will pardon me, 
Mere J as eloquent as Demoſthenes, 
Oz tpke Iſocrates were giuen to Ozatozie: 
-Dour Grace no doubt wil think the time well ſpent, 
And J ſhould gaine me commendations: 
But kfo2 my note is tuned contrary, (uerie. 
I mult intreat pour Grate to pardon me, ik J do iar in mp deli⸗ 
Ling. Why Dunſton, thou haſt found vs gratious till, 
Noꝛ will we pull our ſetled loue from chee, 
Untill we find thy dealmgs contrarie: 
But if thy parlie be foz Ethenwald, 
That bale dillembler with bis ſoueraigne, 
Twere better leaue to ſpeake in his ercule, 
Than by ercuſing him game our ill will: 
Fo2 J am minded like the Salamander one, 
That firꝰd with anger, wil not in haſt be quencht: 
Thhough war be ſokt. ant to reteiue any impꝛeſſion. 
Yet will hard mettell cake no foꝛme, except vou melt the ſame, 
So meane mens minds may moue as thep think good, 
But Rings iuſt doomes are irreuocable. 
Dunſt. Tis not ynough, where luſt doth moue the offence. 

,Counſellers may not with Kings diſpence. 
ller may ſpeake if he ſee his prince offend, 
ti (as > hats | 


Kin, 
Dun, AL 
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But Dunſton, leaue,you vrge vs ouer far, 

Me pardon what is paſt, but ſpeake no moze 

3 Dunſt, Nay pardon me, fo J wil ſpeak my mind, 
VPVour Grace may call to mind pzoud Marius fall, 
That thꝛough his wilfull mind, loſt lyfe and empire, 
| And Nimrod, that built huge Bavplon, | 
And thought tomake a tourt to check the cloudes, 
Qas ſoone diſmaid by vnknowne languages: 

PD oz noone knew what any other ſpade, 
QAhich made him to confeſle, though twere too late, 

Pee had made offence in tempting of the _ 
Remember Dauid,Salomon and the reſt, 
Noz had pꝛoud Holofernes loſt his head, J 
Had he not bene a foule Adulterer. 

Kin, Dunſton , fozbeare,and let this anſwer thee 
Thou art too preſumptuous i in repwoouing me, 
Foz J baue ſwozne as trulie as J liue; 
That J will neuer pardon Ethenwald, 
Dun, Did you but ſee the man. J am aſſurve, 
Pou would not chooſe but pardon Ethenwald. 

= per, Why Dunſton, you haue ſeene as wel as J. 
' E That Erhemwald hath dillembled with the Ring, 

* 8 Loꝛd, firſt cut that Traitoz downe, 
then will others leare the lyke amyſſe. 

Dun. J tell thee perin, were the Earle in place, 
Thou wouldſt eat cheſt wodds vttred in his diſgrace, 
Veni Aſmoroth,# in good time ſee where he comes, 

Here enter Alfrida diſguiſed with the Deuil. 

Kin, But tel me Dunſton, is this Alfridat 
Dun, Jt is my gratious d, & this is Ech&wald 
That layes his bꝛeaſt wide opeu to your Grace, 
Ik lo it pleaſe your Grace to pardon him. 
King, Nes, Dunſton, J am well content to pardon bin, 
Ethenwald ſtand vp, and riſe vp Alftida, 


Fo? Edgar now giues pardon to pou both. (get 
Dun, Afmoreth A grazious Lops, Dunſton wile 


. 
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This vnknowne fauour ſhowne Earle Ethenwald, 
Fox which atcount my Mephew and my ſelf, 
Do peeld both lyfes and goods at your diſpoſe, 

King, Thanks Dunſton fo2 thy honozablc lone, 
And thou veſeru* to be aCounſellour, | 
Fo? he deſerues not other to commaund, / 
That hath no power to mailker his deſire, | 
Fo2 Locrin being the eldeſt ſonne of Brute, 3 
Did vote ſo far vpon an Almaine matd, } 
And was ſo rauilht with her pleaſing ſight, l 
That full ſeuen yeares he kept her vnder earth, 
Euen in the Ipfe time of faire Guendolint ) 
And neuer left till Locrin was llaine: : [y 
And now though late, at laſt J call to minde, 
bat wꝛetched ends fell co Adulterers. 
Dun. And it your Grace cal Abrams tale to mind, 
hen that Egyptian Pharo traued his wife, 
You will no doubt foꝛgiue my Rephewes guilt, 
Aho by the mer y ieſt he ſhewed your Grace, 
Did laue your Honour and her chaſtitie. 

King, We take it ſo, and fo2 amends 
Ethenwald,gine me thy hande and we are friends, 
And loue thy wyke and liue together long, 

Foz Edgar hath fo2got all fozmer wzong, EY 

Erh, "Thanks gratious Ring, and here bpon my knee 
A reſt to be diſpoſed as you pleaſe : 

Kin. Pnough Ethenwald,but who comes here. 

| Enter Honeſty, * 

Hon. Aby, think A haue taken in hand an endles tale, 
To ſmell a Rnaue, tis moze than a Dog can doe: 
IJ haue dilguiſed my ſelf of purpoſe to finde | 
A couple of Knaues, which are yet behind, 

The next Rnaue is a Pyioft,calde John the peciſe, = 
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This is one of them that wil ſap it is a ſhane, 

Fo2 men to ſwear and blalpheme Gods holie name: 

Pet if a make a good Sermon but once in a yeare, 

A will be fotirtie tymes in a Tauerne making good cheere, 

Yet in the Church he will read with ſuch ſobviette, 

That pou would thinke him verie pꝛeciſe, and of great honeſty. 
Kin. That Honeſty, haſt thou diſpatcht and found theſe pꝛi⸗ 

ure knaues'; ; | ( E xit. 
Hon. J ſhal doe anon, I haue them in ſent, but J wil be gone. 

Enter pneſt, (exertiſe, 
Good Lozd,J pꝛaiſe God J am come from our moznings 
eabere I haue pꝛoſited my ſelle, and eified ny bzethzen, 

In ſhe wing the wap to laluation by my doctrine; 

And nom J am going to the Court to pꝛełer my petition, 

IJ woulo giue a bund ed pound it were graunted: 

Tis a thing ol nothing, but here comes one of the Court, 

Enter Honeſtie. 

God ſaue you, bzother in Chziſt, are you towards the King. 
Honeſt, J mary am J,what then, why doeſt thou alte: 
prieſt, Nothing ſir, but I would veſire peu to ſtand my friend 

To get me the Rings hand and leale to this letter: 

J would not vſe it (r ta hinder any man ſoꝛ a thouſand pound: 

Foꝛ indeed J am a Cleargie man by my pꝛoleſſion: 

Tis nothing ſir, but as you ſee, to haue the Rings ſeale, 

T carie Tin, Lead, Wool and bꝛoad Clothes beyond ſeas, 

Fo you know r )euery man wil mak the moſt he can of his own 

And foʒ my part, I vſe it but fo2 a pꝛeſent neceſlitie, 

If you will vndertake to doe it, Ile giue you a hundzed pound. 
Honeſty. I thanke you ſir, but J am a&raide the Ring will 

barvlie grant it:why,tis an vndoing to the commen wealth, 

But trulie Iwill moote the Ring to hang you J92ieft yfaith. 

Pap it pleaſe pou Grace to grant me my petition, 

Fo? J offer it your Grace-in pure deuotion. 

King. O monſtrous: Dunſton, didſt thou ener heare the like, 

Nom fie vpon ther baſe villaine,lay hands on him. (Ring, 


| 


Hon. On me*nay, on hum: Pꝛieſt, I gaue your petition to = 0 


And J wil ſpeake to him you may be but M 
Fon if you ſhould liue till che King granted pour petition, 
The verie Rauens would pic ke out thine cies lining: | 
And thcrefoze twere better you were hanged to ſaue the birds a 
King, Now Honeſty , halt thou done, is here all: (labour. 
Honeſty, O no, my Lozd,fo2 there are ſo many behind, | þ 
That J am affraide mp wozke will nener hane an end: 
But J ſee by the Pꝛieſts lookes,he lackes company, 
Stay a while, my Loꝛd, Ile fetch another p2eſently, 
Kin. Fte,Graceleſſe man, haſt thou no feare of God, 
Ta withold thee from theſe lawleſſe motions, ) 
Mh, thou ſhouldſt be as Meſſenger of God, þ 


And hate deceit and wicked auarice: ) 
But thou art one of thoſe whome God doth hate, þ 
And thy vilde deedes will witneſſe gatnit thy ſculez 8 


And make the molt abominable in his ſight, 

That made thee(wzetch)but to a better end, 

Then thus to wꝛong his ſacred Deitie, 

Now fie vpon thee monſter of a man, 

That fo2 to gaine thy ſelfe a pziuate gaine, 

Touldſt ſceke the vndooing of a common wealth, 
And though thou bid ten thouſand toꝛments here 
They cannot quit thee where thou ſhalt app care. 

Honeſt, A ÞP2ize,though it be long, I haue found him at laff, 
Vut J could not bzing him with me, 1 
And therefoze J pind a paper on his ſhoulder. "1.14 
Meaning thereby to marke him fo the gailous: 

But hulht,here he comes. 
Enter Perin, (me 

King, What Perin: I cannot think that Perin wil be falſe to 

Hon. "vp no,fo2 he is falſe ta himſelf, look in his pocket x lee, 
This is but a falſe wut chat he hath ved, 
Unknowne to pour Mateſtie,and leuted great ſummes of money, 
And bꝛibed vpon pour pooze Commons cxtreamlie, 
pow lay you my Loꝛd, is this true 02 no: 

King. Honeſty, thou ay true dd pla wetch, 

3 Ins 


| | Youdhl fo vſlgth 


" Unythere(as a diſſembl 


T2 


Ingratekull wꝛetch that ol art to iniure himthat alwaſes tel 
Beleeue me Dunſton, J durſt wel haue ſwozn, (thee deere, 
Chat Perin had not hat cht ſo baſe a thought, | 

Hon, J, but your Grace ſees you are deceiued. 

But will your Grace grant me one boone + 

King, Chats that Honeſty" i. 

Hon. That J may bene thing ef them, 

hem J haue fo laboured to de. | | 
King. CAith all my hart P . y,vſe them as thou wile, 0 
Hon, J thank pour Gt :go etch the other two: 

Now to pou Cutbert Cutpuc"* the Conicatcher, 

Thy invgment is to ſtand at. Parket crolle, 

And haue thy curſed tongue pl v to thy bzeaſt, 

And there to aud foz-men to woonder at: | 

Til Dwles and niccht-Rakens picke out thy curſed tien. 

Conicatch, Good Honeſtie be moze mercifull, 

Hon. You know my mind: O Walter that wold baue moze, 
And you ſhall haue iudgement J meane, which is, 
Co be caried into a coꝛne field, and thtr haue pour legs and hands 
cut off becauſe you loued copn fo wel, and there reſt til the crowes 
pick out thine eies, (thereunto, 

- But now to . ſpirit mooue vou 


mocking the viuine oder of Pini 
Mhere by pou haue led the ignozant 
Dou I ſay)as you were ſhamleſle iapourſhamefull dealing, 
Ohal to your ſhame, æ the ter ſbame (Cal bad munded men, 
That liue as thou haſt 
a nere London, 


Stand in Fina burie 
Pypocrit) be ſhot to death. 
ieſt, Good Ho moꝛe fauourable than ſo, 

E on, Trulie no, the ſpirit doth not mooue me therunto, 
But py 0100 —— Courtier, and a Coſoner to, 
Jhaue a in ſtoꝛe fo2 thee, | | 
And foꝛ becauſe A will thee fauourablie, 


A Mui 


* 


VIE * n... 
But where euen at Tpbozne in a good two-peny halter, 
And though pou could neuer abide the ſeas, (beet, 
Pet now againſt your wil,you mult bear your ſaile , namely pour 
And in a catt be towde vp Dolburne hill, 
Mould all men liuing lyke theſe in this land, 
Might be iudged ſo at Honeſties hand, 
Kin, Mell Honeſtie come follow vs to Court, 

Mheee thou ſhalt be rewarded fo2 thy paine. (uc res ſake 

Hon, I thank your Grace :ydu that wil damne your ſelues fo} 
And mahe no conſcience to deceiue the pooꝛe: 
You that be enemies of the common wealth: 
To ſend cozne ouer to inrich the enemie: 
And you that doe abuſe the woꝛd of God, 
And ſend otter woolle and Tin, bꝛoad cloath and lead, 
And you that counterfeyt Kings pꝛtuie ſeales, 
And thereby rob the willing minded Commimaltie, 
I warne you all chat vſe ſuch ſubtill villanie, 135 | 
Be ware leaſt you lyke theſe be found by Honeftte, | 
Take heed J lay, foꝛ if I catch pou once, ; 
Port bodies ſhall be meat fo Crowes, | 
And the Deuill (all haue pour bones, f 
And thus though long at laſt we make an end, 9 
Deſir ing you to pardon whats amiſſe, | 
And wap the wozke, though it be groſly pend, 
Lauch at the faults, and weigh it as it is, 
And Honeſtie wil pꝛay vpon his knee, 
God cut then off that wzong the Pꝛince 02 Communalcte; 
And may her dayes of blefie neuer haue end, 
Upon whole lyfe ſo many lyues depend, Finis. 


Imprinced at London, by 
Richard Ihones, and are to be ſould , at the ſigne 4 


of the Roſe and Crowne, nete to S. Andrgyes 
Church in Holborne, 2594, © 


